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From the Editor’s Desk 


his issue marks the 70th year of the Australian Orchid Review. Making it 
one of the longest running orchid periodicals in the world. It is certainly 
Australia’s largest orchid magazine, with an increasing international reputation. 

In this issue, Jim Cootes discusses some of the Thai members of the attrac- 
tive Bulbophyllum lobbii complex. New species and varieties continue to be dis- 
covered (or rediscovered) within this vast genus, and are steadily entering hor- 
ticulture. There will be further articles on Bulbophyllums in future issues. Bill 
Morris is known worldwide for his breeding of fine Clivias, however he still 
maintains a modest orchid collection of a range of genera. Over the past few 
years, he has been particularly interested in the cultivation and hybridisation of 
the cold tolerant terete-leafed “Vandas”. Bill has been breeding these with a 
view that they may become part of the general garden landscape in frost-free 
climates. Bill discusses his breeding efforts in this issue as well as providing a 
brief history of the plants already in Australia. He also addresses the various 
aspects for successful culture. For newer growers, experienced nurseryman Ray 
Clement gives an introduction to the cultivation of Australian native orchids. 


Melbourne International Orchid Spectacular 
Mery] Early has pro- 
vided a show report 
on this major orchid 
event. The local (and 
country) orchid soci- 
eties transform 
Collector’s | Corner 
nursery into one of 
the largest orchid 
shows I have seen. It 
is a credit to the 
organisers to get 
such a large group 
working together 
towards a common 
goal. OSCOV has 
Ern Kettle and Yenko Kapitany been an outstanding 


success in Victoria (and are also great supporters of the AOR and of me per- 
sonally). Yenko Kapitany is to be commended for providing an outstanding 
venue and also bankrolling the prize money for the successful exhibitors. Ern 
Kettle (the orchid expert from Collector’s Corner) oversees the class and award 
judging and it is clear that he is held in very high esteem amongst his peers. 
Everything about this event is aimed around enjoyment, education and fellow- 
ship. On the Saturday night orchid enthusiasts from all over Victoria and inter- 
state attended the annual dinner where the OSCOV “Orchids of the Year” are 
presented. These individual awards are the classiest trophies I have ever seen in 
the orchid arena, and will no doubt become family heirlooms. I know Stephen 
Early has put a lot of effort into these framed pictures, complete with engraved 
award details, and he is to be congratulated for his efforts. This year’s event will 
be held 19-21 August 2005, and I already know of a couple of NSW societies 
that have booked buses to attend. A great event, congratulations to all con- 
cerned. | 
David P. Banks 

Editor, Australian Orchid Review 

dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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Bulbophyllum smitinandii 

This spectacular species from 
Thailand was only described in 
1996. Read about this and 
related species in the 
Bulbophyllum article by 

Jim Cootes in this issue. 
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plex 


by Jim Cootes 


Bulbophyllum siamense (ex Kanchanaburi province, photo P.Phinhiran) 


described) was originally collected from the Indonesian 
AL” island of Java in the early 1800s. It was initially named 
Sestochilus uniflorum by Breda in 1827. Sestochilus is now 
accepted as a section of the cosmopolitan genus Bulbophyllum. 
In 1847 Dr. John Lindley transferred the generic epithet to 


PR ulbophyllum lobbii, in the strict sense, (i.e. as it was first 
| y 
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Bulbophyllum but the specific epithet of uniflorum could not be 
used for this species as it was already taken (in 1844) for a 
totally different species. So Dr. Lindley honoured the great 
orchid collector Thomas Lobb by naming this species after him. 

The actual distribution of Bulbophyllum lobbii, in the strict 
sense, is somewhat debatable and is currently under review by 


: AG \ “di eee 
Bulbophyllum siamense (ex Tak province, photo P.Phinhiran {4cm flower}) Bulbophyllum siamense (ex Tak province, photo P.Phinhiran) 
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Bulbophyllum polystictum (photo Gary Yong Gee) 


Dr. Jaap Vermeulen, at the Singapore Botanic Gardens, who is 
doing a revision of the section Sestochilus. 

In Thailand there are at least 4 species in the Bulbophyllum 
lobbii complex. These are Bulbophyllum siamense, B. polystic- 
tum, B. orectopetalum and B. smitinandii. Another recently 
named species, B. coweniorum, has been collected very close to 
the Thai border in Laos, so its discovery in Thailand would not 
be too surprising. 

Bulbophyllum 


siamense was named by Professor 


Reichenbach in the Gardeners’ Chronicle in 1867. This species 
could be the most widely distributed and has been recorded (fide 
Seidenfaden, 1996) from throughout Thailand, Assam, Bengal, 


Bulbophyllum orectopetalum (photo J.J. Vermeulen) 
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Bulbophyllum polystictum (photo P.Phinhiran) 
Myanmar (Burma), Kampuchea (Cambodia), Laos, Peninsular 
Malaysia and Indonesia. The flowers are about 5 cm in diame- 
ter. 

Bulbophyllum polystictum was named by Dr. Henry Ridley in 
the Journal of the Federated Malayan States Museum in 1909. 
This species is known from Peninsular Thailand and it has been 
found close to Malaysia so its occurrence there would not be 
surprising. Of the species mentioned here this is the closest rel- 
ative of B. lobbii in the strict sense. The flowers are about 6 cm 
tall by 8 cm across the petals. It differs from B. lobbii by having 
small reddish dots between the veining on, mainly the lateral 
sepals, but also the petals and dorsal sepal. 


Bulbophyllum orectopetalum (photo Ron Parsons) 


Bulbophyllum coweniorum (photo J.J. Vermeulen) 


Bulbophyllum orectopetalum was named by Dr’s Garay, 
Hamer and Siegerist in the German magazine Die Orchidee in 
1992. This species has been found throughout Thailand; in 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) and Myanmar (Burma). This species 
and B. siamense appear to be very closely related and the only 
differences are the size of the flowers and the shape of the seg- 
ments. B. orectopetalum has small pink dots between the strip- 
ing on the floral segments and this is a constant feature, through- 
out its range, that does not occur in B. siamense. The striping on 
the segments of B. orectopetalum is also not as distinct as that 
in B. siamense. The flowers of this species are about 3.5 cm in 
diameter. 

Bulbophyllum smitinandii was named by Dr. Gunnar 
Seidenfaden and Mr. Chanin Thorut in the Nordic Journal of 
Botany in 1996. This species is endemic to the middle and south 
of Peninsular Thailand. Of the species mentioned here this is by 
far and away the most convincing taxa to retain its specific sta- 
tus as it does not appear to be closely related to B. lobbii. B. 
smitinandii differs from the other members of the B. lobbii com- 
plex in Thailand by having a tongue-shaped flap at the back of 
the stigmatic surface. There are also white hairs on the inner sur- 
face of the side lobes. The flowers are about 4.5 cm tall by 4 cm 
across the petals. 

Bulbophyllum coweniorum was named by Dr. Jaap 
Vermeulen and Peter O’Byrne in the Garden’s Bulletin 
Singapore in 2003. It is definitely from near the northeast bor- 
der of Thailand and Laos (on the Laotian side), and central Viet 
Nam. This area is known as the Boloven Plateau, which is one 
of the best Arabica coffee growing regions in the world. The 
flowers are about 3 cm in diameter. 


Cultivation: 

Ihave grown all the species mentioned above except B. cowe- 
niorum. The plants are grown in plastic pots in sphagnum moss 
(70%), which is not allowed to dry out, mixed with polystyrene 
chips (30%), about the size of a pea. The polystyrene chips help 
to prevent the moss from compacting and allow the roots of the 


Bulbophyllum coweniorum (ex Laos, photo J.J. Vermeulen) 


plants to dry out between waterings. They are kept in a 
glasshouse with a winter minimum temperature of 12 degrees 
Celsius. There is constant air movement, 70% shading in the 
summer and 50% in the winter, and high humidity. The plants 
receive regular applications of both organic and inorganic fer- 
tilisers at half of the manufacturer’s recommendation. 

The plants of B. polystictum are the largest in the group and 
there is a distance of about 5 to 8 cm between the pseudobulbs, 
which are up to 6 cm tall by 4 cm in diameter. The pseudobulb 
is unifoliate with a large leathery leaf reaching lengths of 25 cm 
by 6 cm in width. A pot for this species needs to be large to 
accommodate its growth habit. 

The other plants in this complex are of a more modest size 
and even specimen-sized plants can be grown in a 15 cm pot. 
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2004 Melbourne 
International Orchid 
Spectacular 


he annual Melbourne International 
Orchid Spectacular was again held at 
Collectors Corner in Victoria, this time 
from 20th-22nd August 2004. More than 
210 exhibitors including local, country, 
and interstate arrived with their exhibits of 
varying sizes and genera as well as all 
those bits and pieces necessary for display 
building. Twenty-nine stands of different 
sizes and themes were constructed over 
one and a half days. Despite the hectic 
atmosphere, the huge marquee was trans- 
formed from empty space to being filled 
with masses of orchids. After an unusually 
cooler wet winter, many growers had 
expressed fears that certain plants were not 
flowering to schedule and wouldn’t make 
the show. Luckily some plants had other 
ideas and flowered earlier. While judging 
involved more than 40 OSCOV Judges, 
who spent an entire day deciding winners, 
champions and granted 9 OSCOV Awards. 
The Grand Champion Orchid of the 
Show was Cymbidium Valley Winter 
‘Ultimate’ presented by Paul Latina from 
Gippsland. This plant was awarded AM- 
CC/OSCOV and also won Champion 
Medium Flower Cymbidium Hybrid and 
Champion Specimen Orchid (see AOR 
p59 Oct/Nov 2004). Reserve Champion 
Orchid of the Show and Champion 
Paphiopedilum Species was _ Jacinta 
Burke’s Paphiopedilum __malipoense 
AM/OSCOV from the Yarra Valley. 
Champion Large flower Cymbidium 
Hybrid was Terry Poulton’s Cymbidium 
Allumination ‘Trus’. Champion Small 
Flower Cymbidium was Cymbidium Sarah 
Jean ‘Jennifer’ grown by Phil Grech of 
Bairnsdale, who also won Champion 
Seedling with Cymbidium Kimberley 
Winter ‘Bairnsdale’ (see AOR p58 
Oct/Nov 2004). As well Phil won 
Champion Australian Native Orchid 
Species and Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Specimen with Dockrillia teretifo- 
lia (syn. Dendrobium teretifolium), which 
gained an HCC-CC/OSCOV. George and 
Lois Shrubsole of Kangaroo Lake won the 
Champion Large Cattleya Hybrid with Blc 
Dream Trader ‘Aranbeen’, the Champion 
Medium Cattleya Hybrid with Le Mini 
Purple ‘Julie’ whilst Lc Mimi Purple 
‘Tamami’ won Champion Small Cattleya 
Hybrid. Champion Paphiopedilum Hybrid 


by Meryl Early 


was Alan Hope’s Paphiopedilum Chateau 
Margeaux. The Champion Australian 
Native Orchid Hybrid was Dendrobium 
Avril’s Gold ‘Phoebe’, grown by Henk van 
den Berg from NSW. Champion 
Masdevallia Hybrid was presented by Pam 
Morris of Warrnambool with Masdevallia 


Bic. Burdekin Bells ‘#1’ (Castle Creek Orchids) 


Bic. Love Sound (Castle Creek Orchids) 
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Copper Angel ‘Highland’. Brian and 
Lorraine Milligan won Champion Species 
Orchid with their Dendrochilum tenellum 
The Champion Miniature Growing and 
Flowering Specimen Orchid was Corybas 
dilatatus belonging to Andrew Dilley from 
ANOS. The Champion Hybrid Orchid was 
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x Daves Deva. 
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Cym. Valley Olympic & Cym. Blazing Dream 
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Zygopetalum Kiwi Choice ‘Eileen’ grown 
by John Kenter from Moe. Timothy 
Chalmers from Wakool, NSW won 
Champion Orchid by a Junior Grower with 
Paphiopedilum insigne “Harefield Hall’. 

The Grand Champion Display and the 
Champion Medium Theme Display was 
won by the Mid-Murray Orchid Club with 
‘The Billabong’ the Reserve Champion 
Display and the Champion Small Theme 
Display was presented by Warrnambool 
and District Orchid Society. The 
Champion Large Theme Display of ‘Bug 
Haven’ was presented Yarra Valley Orchid 
Society while the Champion display by a 
Specialist Society was “The Perfect Gift’ 
put together by the Cymbidium Society of 
Victoria. Southern Suburbs Orchid 
Society won the Most Innovative Display 
with their ‘w.w.w. Spider’s Web’. The 
Celebrity’s Choice (judged by AOR Editor, 
David Banks) for the Most Outstanding 
Exhibit was awarded to the Maroondah 
Orchid Society. 

The Champion Orchid by a Commercial 
Grower was Bic Burdekin Bells “No 1’ 
which gained an AM/OSCOV for Andrew 
Francis and John Martin of Castle Creek 
Orchids. They also won Champion 
Paphiopedilum -— Commercial with 
Paphiopedilum Memoria Barbara Francis 
“John Francis’. Their display with the 
theme On The Move’ was the Reserve 
Champion Commercial Display. 

David Wain won the Champion 
Cymbidium — Commercial with 
Cymbidium Valley Olympic ‘Pink 
Perfection’ AM/OSCOV (see AOR Cover 
Oct/Nov 2004). The Champion Australian 
Native Orchid -— Commercial was 
Dockrillia teretifolia (syn. Dendrobium 
teretifolium) presented by Peter and Joyce 
Sutherland of Kimberley Orchids. They 
also won the Champion Display by a 
Commercial Grower with a ‘Gardening’ 
theme. The Champion Any Other Genera 
— Commercial was Odontioda Avoca 
‘Beenak Apricot’ presented by Clive and 
Agi Halls of Mt Beenak Orchids whilst the 
Champion Seedling Shown First Time — 
Commercial was Dracula vampire X 
woolwardii grown by Bill and Jan Miles of 
Species Orchids Plus. Overall, 9 Awards 
were granted including Cymbidium Sarah 
Jean ‘Helen’ HCC-CC/OSCOV belonging 
to Paradisia Nurseries (see AOR pg 59 
Oct/Nov 2004). 

The week of this show can be very busy 
depending on the grower’s ability to par- 
ticipate in various activities. During the 
set-up time and the show, many orchid 
growers meet to renew or forge new 
friendships. Sometimes, one doesn’t move 
very far as orchid gossip, tall tales and cul- 
tural tips are continually exchanged. 
Displays are viewed as to which orchids 
should be added to the Wish List. The 
Vendor’s sales area was repeatedly 
perused for hidden treasures that could be 
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Dendrochilum tenellum (Brian & Lorraine Milligan) 


Cymbidium devonianum (Paradisia Nurseries) Den. Avril’s Gold ‘Phoebe’ (Henk van den Berg) 
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(and had to be) snuck into the glasshouse 
and/or shadehouse. Chatting to the ven- 
dors including David Banks (Hills District 
Orchids-NSW), Ray Clement (Tinonee 
Orchids-NSW), Andrew Francis (Castle 
Creek Orchids-VIC), Clive Halls (Mt 
Beenak Orchids-VIC), Murray Shergold 
(Easy Orchids-NSW) and John and David 
Woolf (Woolf Orchid Culture-QLD). 

This year the event coincided with club 
meetings including West Gippsland at 
Warragul on Thursday evening where 
David Banks and Ray Clement were 
speaking and again they fronted up the fol- 
lowing night (with different topics) at 
Maroondah at Vermont. 

However, Saturday night was reserved 
for the OSCOV Presentation Dinner where 
13 large framed prints were presented to 
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Zygopetalum Kiwi Choice ‘Eileen’ (John Kenter) 
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those who had won Genera Awards in the 
OSCOV Awards of 2003. Vic and Elaine 
Pearce won the OSCOV Orchid of the 
Year-2003 with their Paphiopedilum 
micranthum ‘Gowrie’ FCC/OSCOV. 

David Banks was the After Dinner 
Speaker during which he praised OSCOV 
and its supporters for their active promo- 
tion of orchids in Victoria and for organis- 
ing what he termed “one of the best orchid 
shows he has seen in Australia, and 
arguably the largest”. He also heaped 
praise on the quality of the awards pre- 
sented on the evening. David particularly 
singled out the efforts (behind the scenes) 
of Brian Milligan. He then told some 
humorous stories of some of his orchid- 
related experiences interspersed with 
some light-hearted banter targeting a few 
of the local orchid personalities. It was a 
great evening. 

Following the Delegates meeting on 
Sunday, Show Prizes were presented 
before pull down. One never ceases to be 
amazed that after all the time, effort and 
manpower involved in creating each stand; 
that an hour after starting pull down the 
marquee is empty. Numerous dust trails 
follow the various vehicles as they disap- 
pear into the distance. 

Despite being tired from a busy week, 
thoughts soon turn to next year’s show 
which will be held at the same venue on 
the 19th, 20th and 21st August 2005. Mark 
your diaries now! (Photos by Stephen 
Early, Ken West & David Banks). | 

Meryl Early 

LPO Box 8071 

Carrum Downs, Vic, 3201 
Email: swearly @bigpond.net.au 
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Kimberley Orchids Display 


Rossioglossum grande (Jan & Bill Miles) 
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Aeridovanda Early Bird 


Growing Terete-leafed 
‘*Vandas” in Cool Climates 


have been interested in easy-to-grow 

Vandas for many years. Over the years I 
have found that the terete, semi-terete and 
quarter-terete Vandas are the easiest to 
grow under my conditions and particularly 
that they are successful grown outdoors 
under garden conditions. Technically 
speaking, these terete “Vandas” and the 
terete-leafed Aerides are now included 
within the genus Papilionanthe. 


14 


by Bill Morris 


Over the past years, these plants seem to 
have gone out of fashion and are seldom 
seen now, at least in the southern areas. 
Even in the more tropical regions of north- 
ern New South Wales and Queensland 
they are seldom seen, except for Vanda 
Miss Joaquim and occasionally the white 
Vanda Poepoe ‘Diana’ (often named incor- 
rectly as just V. Diana). 

In a previous article (Australian Orchid 


Review, Oct-Nov 2001, Vol 66:5) I 
described raising Aeridovanda New Dawn 
(registered in 2000) as a cool-growing 
terete hybrid of V. Miss Joaquim which, 
with Aerides (Papilionanthe) vandarum in 
its background, is much more suitable for 
southern orchid growers who want to grow 
long flowering orchids in their gardens. As 
mentioned in that article, Aeridovanda 
New Dawn (Aeridovanda Mundyi x Vanda 
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Aeridovanda Early Bird 


Miss Joaquim) seems particularly fertile 
and I have since made numerous crosses 
with this and other cool growing types. 
Most of these crosses have been excep- 
tionally vigorous and fast growing. 

The following plants have grown rea- 
sonably well in Medowie and have been 
used in hybridising with the cool growers 
or have flowered and are potential parents 
in the future. Some comments will also be 
made about their performance etc here. 

Medowie is approximately 35km north 
of Newcastle and about 220km north of 
Sydney, New South Wales. It is about 
12km from the coastline and some flat 
areas of Medowie get quite severe frosts in 
winter. However, our area has been totally 
frost free in the twenty years that we have 
lived here. 

Vanda teres (Papilionanthe teres). This 
species is probably the commonest of the 
warm growers, grown in temperate areas. 
I have about eight clones of the usual pale 
pink forms. As well, I grow Vanda teres 
var. alba, which is pure white with a green- 
ish-yellow throat to the labellum, and 
Vanda teres ‘Aurorea’, which may be a 
polyploid, with a thicker stem and a large 
pale pink flower. This clone has thicker 
and purple spotted leaves, which doesn’t 
agree with Holtum’s description (that says 
it has green leaves). The usual form flow- 
ers in spring, while the white form is an 
autumn bloomer. The cultivar ‘Aurorea’ 
doesn’t seem to have as fixed a blooming 
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Aeridovanda Eric Hayes 


season. All grow fairly well and are regu- 
lar flowerers. Most plants of V. teres are 
good breeders, grow and flower well, 
although the autumn and winter flowers 
often suffer from cold damage. 

Vanda Miss Joaquim (hookeriana x 
teres). This grows well and flowers rea- 
sonably well although only in summer, 
starting around January. The flowers con- 
tinue until autumn, but once the cool damp 


Aeridovanda Eric Hayes 
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weather occurs the flowers spot and both 
flowers and buds drop. There appear to be 
two types in my collection. 

Vanda Ruby Prince (Ruby {hookeri- 
ana x tricolor} x Cooperi {hookeriana x 
Miss Joaquim}). This hybrid is three quar- 
ters terete and grows well and flowers reg- 
ularly around November. It sometimes 
flowers again later in summer. It sets good 
pods to other teretes. 


Vanda Miss Van Deun (Miss Joaquim 
X teres). This hybrid has a flower that is 
larger than Miss Joaquim but like teres 
flowers in spring. It is a very regular flow- 
erer, but only at this time of year. It also 
sets good seed capsules. 

Vanda Poepoe ‘Diana’ (Cooperi x 
teres). This is the best-known white terete 
hybrid Vanda, and is often mislabelled 
simply as Vanda Diana. It is very free 
flowering in the tropics, but is restricted to 
autumn flowering here. I have yet to use it 
in hybridising. 

Vanda Snowdon (Miss “Van Deun x 
teres). This is a fourth generation hybrid of 
V. teres and V. hookeriana involving three 
backcrossings of V. teres to V. Miss 
Joaquim. Thus it is quite similar to V. teres 
but has been slower growing and it has not 
yet flowered. From the name, it is possibly 
a white flower. 

Vanda (Snowdon x teres). This unreg- 
istered grex is a further backcross with V. 
teres and it also has not bloomed for me. 
The stem and leaves are pigmented with 
purple spots so the flower is expected to be 
pink. 

Vanda Miss Joaquim (‘Rose Marie’ x 
“4n’). This cross between two different 
clones of V. Miss Joaquim is very different 
to the typical form (‘Agnes’). It is very 
dark in colour and a different shape, being 
slightly smaller and narrower. According 
to the recent book The Biology of Vanda 
Miss Joaquim from the Singapore 
Botanical Gardens, V. Miss Joaquim “Rose 
Marie’ is a tetraploid (4n), so this clone 
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Aeridovanda Eric Hayes 


should also be 4n. It grows quite well but 
doesn’t seem to be as free a flowerer as the 
usual form. 

Vanda Amy (hookeriana x tricuspi- 
data). This terete primary hybrid has been 
a good grower but has failed to flower reg- 
ularly. However, when next it flowers it 
will be used as a parent and crossed with a 
free flowering variety. 

Vanda Poepoe (Cooperi x teres). This is 


Aeridovanda Mundyi 


the typical pink form rather than the white 
cultivar ‘Diana’ mentioned — earlier. 
Although it has grown quite well and pro- 
duced flowering inflorescences, these 
have not developed further to produce 
blooms as yet. 

So far, almost thirty crosses have been 
made using some of these warm growers. 
Also about six crosses have been made 
using semi-terete and quarter-terete Vanda 
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Aeridovanda Mundyi 


parents backcrossed to terete types. Most 
of these crosses have had one parent from 
Aeridovanda Mundyi (Aerides vandarum 
x Vanda teres), Aeridovanda Eric Hayes 
(Aerides vandarum x Vanda Miss 
Joaquim) or Aeridovanda New Dawn 
(Aeridovanda Mundyi x Vanda Miss 
Joaquim). All have been fast growers and 
some have been early flowerers. 

In the tropics, most terete plants need to 


Aeridovanda Mundyi 


be a metre or more tall before flowering. 
Aeridovanda Early Bird (Aeridovanda 
Eric Hayes x Vanda teres) seedlings flow- 
ered when less than 30cm tall and just 
three years from the flask. This could be 
due to continuous growth in the tropics 
slowing flowering whereas in more tem- 
perate climates the growth rate slows in 
winter and this interruption of growth may 
be the catalyst of the early flowering. 


Plants growing on totems 
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Aeridovanda Noreen (Vanda teres x 
Aeridovanda New Dawn) has also first 
flowered when less than 30cm high and 
the first plants to flower have produced the 
best blooms so far from my terete crosses. 
It will be interesting to see if other crosses 
also flower early. Ray Clement of Tinonee 
Orchids is currently marketing some of my 
excess seedlings. 

I would very much like to obtain other 
warm growing terete or semi-terete 
Vandas. There have been many of these 
grown in Australia in past years, particu- 
larly in Queensland and the Northern 
Territory. If anyone could help me in 
obtaining pieces of them I would be very 
grateful. Even if the growers are now not 
sure of the names I would still be inter- 
ested to try them. 

In the September 1977 issue of the 
Australian Orchid Review (page 147), 
there was an article on “Growing Vandas 
in Subtropical Queensland”, specifically 
in Bundaberg. The author of that note grew 
the following terete Vandas: teres, teres 
var. alba, hookeriana, foetida, Miss 
Joaquim, Miss Van Deun, Adina, Amy, 
Cooperi, Poepoe, Petamboeran and 
Florida “to name a few”. Vanda spathulata 
was also grown. 

Various terete and semi-terete hybrids 
have been imported in the past from 
Singapore where the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens has been breeding these (and 
other orchids) since 1928. As recently as 
1993, they released a new three-quarter 
terete hybrid, Vanda Singa Joaquim 
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Centenary (V. Josephine van Brero x VY. 
Miss Joaquim) to commemorate the 100th 
birthday of V. Miss Joaquim. 

Any of these plants would be of interest 
to me and would help to extend this cool 
growing Vanda breeding. 


Culture 


These plants are best grown tied to 
wooden or thick bamboo stakes to which 
their numerous aerial roots can adhere. If 
grown in the garden, tomato stakes, timber 
poles or hardwood 5 x 5cm or 5 x 2.5cm 
timber can be driven into the ground and 
the plants tied to them. No treated timber 
should ever be used. 

For plants in pots, the stakes should only 
be 30-40cm long and in the ground only 
one metre or so high, as the plants flower 
better when above the top of the support. 

In pots the mix should be very open, 
long lasting and not water retentive. The 
author uses a mix of stone or broken terra- 
cotta pot pieces, broken or chipped plastic 
foam, charcoal and topped with fairly 
large pine bark. From time to time the 
decomposed material should be hosed out 
and a check made to see that drainage is 
still very fast, and then re-topped with 
fresh bark. In pots, the support should be 
tomato stake size or smaller. In cold cli- 
mates the roots in the pot will often die in 
winter, whilst the roots on the stake will 
remain alive and will throw out new roots 
low down when the warm weather returns 
which will repenetrate the potting mix. 

Watering should be frequent in warm 
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Author’s group of “teretes” 


weather and during this time regular fertil- 
ising should be given. When the tempera- 
ture is high give plenty of water and reduce 
the watering as the temperature drops. No 
watering is necessary in cold weather 
unless the plants show signs of shrivelling 
and then only occasionally. 

The plants should get as much light as 
possible up to complete sunshine. 
However if the climate is very hot and dry, 
less exposure and more watering is neces- 


|, 


% 


sary, as these orchids love high humidity 
during their time of active growth. 

Mature plants can be propagated by cut- 

tings, preferably with at least one or two 

active roots. These plants are certainly 

worth tracking down and make a colourful 

addition to the mixed orchid collection. 

Bill Morris 

P.O. Box 17 

Medowie NSW 2318 

Phone (02) 49828447 


Bill Morris with his “teretes” 
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“Vanda” (teres x coerulea) (plant & photo D.P. Banks) 


Papillionanthe vandarum (plant & photo D.P. Banks) Papillionanthe vandarum (plant & photo D.P. Banks) 
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Paphiopedilum Maudiae 
and its Relatives 


I: a little over one hundred years 
since Charlesworth & Co. registered 
P. Maudiae (1900). Albinistic (albino) forms 
of P. callosum and P. lawrencianum were 
used to create this wonderful green-and- 
white flowered paphiopedilum hybrid, 
arguably one of the most popular ever pro- 
duced. Together with P. Harrisianum (the 
first paphiopedilum hybrid, 1869) and P. 
Leeanum (1894), P. Maudiae has had a pro- 
found influence on paphiopedilum culture 
and hybridisation. 

P. Maudiae has proven to be a most suc- 
cessful crossing in terms of both impact and 
longevity. The first crossing between P. cal- 
losum var. sanderae and P. lawrencianum var. 
hyeanum produced albinistic offspring bear- 
ing large glossy flowers with white dorsal 
sepals veined with green, light green-veined 
petals and a green labellum. These seedlings 
were a sensation at the time and many of these 
plants are still grown today. A well-grown 
plant of P. Maudiae ‘Magnificum’, which 
received its FCC/RHS in 1901, is still capable 
of success on the show bench. The P. 


by Alan Hope 


Maudiae cross was so popular and had such a 
significant impact on our hobby that most 
orchid societies introduced a class for P. 
Maudiae in their show schedules. 

The successful use of albino parents in the 
first P. Maudiae cross was probably not 
entirely fortuitous, for P. Gowerianum (P. 
curtisiti x P. lawrencianum, 1893) and P. 
Goultenianum (P. callosum x P. curtisii, 
1894) were already known. However, its 
startling success opened the way for other 
hybridists to use different parents. The cross- 
ing of an albino P. callosum and a normal 
coloured form of P. lawrencianum to pro- 
duce P. Amy Leeman (1906) created an 
interesting dilemma for the RHS in ratifying 
the chosen name. The RHS decision that 
both albino and coloured hybrids between 
the same two species would bear the same 
name applies equally today. Accordingly, P. 
Amy Leeman was renamed P. Maudiae 
“Amy Leeman’, the first in a long line of the 
so-called P. Maudiae ‘coloratum types’ 
using normal-coloured forms of the two par- 
ent species. 
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Many other crossings were soon created, 
using both albinistic and coloured forms of 
P. Maudiae as parents. Some wonderful 
albinistic types appeared. P. Alma Gavaert 
(P. Maudiae x P. lawrencianum) was regis- 
tered in 1911 while the beautiful green P. 
Emerald (P. curtisii var. Sanderae x P. 
Maudiae) appeared in 1920. P. Clare de Lune 
(P. Maudiae x P. Emerald), registered in 
1927, had much larger and more impressive 
flowers. This crossing has since been 
remade, the cultivar P. Clare de Lune 
‘Edgard van Belle’ being a further improve- 
ment. Some of the early P. Maudiae ‘col- 
oratum’ types included P. Holdenii (P. 
Maudiae x P. callosum, 1909), P. Sunset (P. 
Maudiae x P. barbatum) and P. Ernest Read 
(P. callosum x P. William Matthews), the lat- 
ter parent being a hybrid between P. 
lawrenceanum and P. mastersianum. 

It was not until the 1960s that two discoy- 
eries stimulated further development in P. 
Maudiae-type hybrids. The first was the 
1964 discovery of P. sukhakulii, a Thai 
species with a large flower and spotted 
petals. This new species was soon crossed 
with P. Maudiae to give P. Makuli, a well- 
shaped hybrid with petals held more hori- 
zontally than those of the normal P. Maudiae. 
A later discovery of an apparently albinistic 
form of P. sukhakulii (forma ‘Aureum’) led 
to crossings with the green- and white-flow- 
ered forms of P. Maudiae. While attractive, 
paler-coloured forms of P. Makuli were pro- 
duced, they were not true albinos. 

The second major discovery in the mid- 
1960s was of a very dark-red coloured form 
of P. callosum, also from Thailand. Named 
P. callosum ‘Sparkling Burgundy’ for its red- 
wine colour, it opened up a wide range of 
new hybrid possibilities. In the late 1970s 
two further dark-coloured P. callosum plants 
were found, namely P. callosum ‘Jac’ and P. 
callosum ‘Ebon.’ These three plants were 
used in remakes of many of the previous P. 
Maudiae crosses and have since produced a 
range of wine-coloured “Maudiae type’ 
paphiopedilums, commonly referred to as 
‘vinicolors.” 

The first truly new hybrid using the new 
P. callosum was P. Vintner’s Treasure, regis- 
tered in 1982. This resulted from a crossing 
of P. callosum ‘Merlot’ (a dark burgundy-red 
flowered Paphiopedilum derived from a 
‘selfing’ of P. callosum ‘Sparkling 
Burgundy’) with P. Kowloon. The best off- 
spring of this crossing produced elegant, 
purple-red flowers, generally well displayed 
on tall stems. These plants had huge appeal 
and many will remember the scramble to 
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obtain a seedling plant and the inflated price 
paid for those seedlings. Some successful 
crosses derived from P. Vintner’s Treasure 
include P. Voodoo Magic (P. Vintner’s 
Treasure x P. Goultenianum), P. JoAnne’s 
Wine (P. Vintner’s Treasure x P. Maudiae) 
and P. Dragon Ruby (P. Vintner’s Treasure x 
P. Singapore). 

In the last 20 years this line of breeding 
has progressed and the results are outstand- 
ing. The inclusion of other Paphiopedilum 
species in the breeding programs has added 
size, colour and variety to the P. Maudiae 
group, yet retained its appeal. It also raises 
the question of what now should constitute a 
‘Maudiae-type’ for judging purposes? I 
would like to see the compatible hybrid 
forms mentioned above included, rather than 
assigning these marginally different new- 
comers to the inappropriate ‘Novelty’ class. 

Those looking for these new seedlings 
will find our larger shows, orchid fairs and 
retailers, including mail and Internet orders, 
the best sources. Some of the crosses include 
P. Chateau Margaux (P. Macabre x P. Raisin 
Jack), P. Campbell McPherson (P. Purple 
Velvet x P. Raven’s Flight), P. Raisin Candy 
(P. Raisin Pie x P. Raisin Jack), P. Mod 
Maude (P. Maudiae x P. Red Maude) and P. 
Hampshire Red Star (P. Starr Beam x P. Red 
Maude). 

Of the lovely green and white Maudiae 
types, a well grown plant of P. Gael ‘Camira’ 
still does well on the show-bench as does P. 
Maudiae ‘The Queen’. Others include P. 
Kanunda (P. Gael x P. Meon), P. Silver Bell 
(P. Silver Fleuret x P. Alice Bell), P. Bendigo 
Silver (P. Silver Fleuret x P. Goultenianum) 
and P. Jill Mathers (P. Silver Fleuret x P. Sara 
Gillis). (Photos by David Banks). | 

Alan Hope 
14 Leonard St. 
Deepdene Victoria 3104 
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Paph. Silver Fleuret ‘Lisette’ (Plant: Warwick Todd 


) 


Paph. Maudiae (showing the albino form alongside the “coloratum” form) (Plants: Hills District 


Orchids) 
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Paph. ( 


= 
Green Heron x Makuli 


) (Plant: Karen Muir, California) 
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Coelogyne usitana 


here are species and then there are 
species. Some species don’t even rate 
a second glance but others will stop you 
dead in your tracks. There can be any 
number of reasons for this; the flowers 
are really big; the shape is unusual; the 


Plant and photo Jim Cootes 


By Jim Cootes 


plant is a magnificent specimen; maybe 
the perfume is intoxicating; or the colours 
can be eye-catching or unusual. The sub- 
ject for this note is a species that is very 
rarely seen in Australian collections and 
it was only described four years ago. 


Coelogyne usitana is endemic to the 
second largest island in the Philippines — 
Mindanao. It was originally collected at 
about 800 metres elevation in the central 
north of the island. It grows both on 
rocks and as an epiphyte. I often wonder 


Plant and photo Jim Cootes 
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how such spectacular species have 
escaped detection until comparatively 
recent times. Coelogyne usitana has 
fairly large flowers, which are up to 7 cm 
in diameter. The colour scheme is unique 
in the genus Coelogyne as far as I can 
see. The sepals and petals are milky 
white; the labellum is a dark chocolate 
brown fading out to a deep orange at the 
apex; the column is a bright orange at the 
apex and darkens towards the floral seg- 
ments. 

Jiirgen R6th and Olaf Gruss described 
Coelogyne usitana in 2001 in the fine 
German language orchid magazine Die 
Orchidee. The specific epithet honours 
the collector of the type specimens Mr. 
Vilmoor Usitana. 

Coelogyne usitana belongs to section 
Speciosae, which has some very nice 
members such as C. speciosa, C. xyrekes 
and C. celebensis. A feature of the plants 
in this section is the continually flower- 
ing inflorescence. The type specimen had 
had 20 blooms during its flowering 
period and the inflorescence was about 
55 cm long. The only disappointing habit 
of this species is that the flowers always 
face towards the ground. 


Cultivation: 

I grow my plants of Coelogyne usitana 
is plastic pots in a mix of sphagnum moss 
(75%) and polystyrene chips (25%). This 
combination is not allowed to dry out. 
The glasshouse is heated to 12 degrees 
Celsius during the colder months. There 
is 50% shade in the cooler weather and 
70% shading in the summer. Constant air 
movement and high humidity will have 
this species growing to perfection. 
Regular applications of both organic and 
inorganic fertilisers at half the manufac- 
turer’s recommendation are also impor- 
tant for good culture. 

Coelogyne usitana 1s a most delightful 
species that will, hopefully, become 
firmly entrenched in cultivation. At the 
moment I only know of a few clones of 
this species in Australia that were 
imported as another species. Seedlings 
have been available in the USA, many 
produced by Golden Gate Orchids. The 
plants are easily grown and they flower 
over a long period during the warmer 
months of the year. Another pleasing 
aspect of this species is that the plants 
flower from relatively small plants. 


Reference: 

Clayton D. 2002. The Genus 
Coelogyne: A Synopsis Natural History 
Publications (Borneo). 


Jim Cootes 
Riverwood, NSW 
Email: jecootes@ozemail.com.au 
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Dockrillia cucumerina ‘Margaret’ (photos G. Bromley) 
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THE WINNER OF THE 
GOLD IRA BUTLER 
TROPHY — 2004 


for the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid of the Year is 
Sarcochilus Heidi 

‘Albert Brown’ 

(See photo on back cover) 


ry this lovely orchid is owned by Down 
di Under Native Orchids (DUNO). It 
was Champion Australian Native Hybrid 
at the ANOS Sydney Group Sarcanthinae 
Show in October 2004. The plant had three 
inflorescences averaging sixteen flowers 
each. The flat, well filled in flowers were 
mid pink in colour with a red centre, and 
well displayed. Unfortunately, the breeder 
of this particular plant is not known. 
Sarcochilus Heidi is Sarco. Fitzhart x 
Sarco. hartmannii and the grex was regis- 
tered by David Banks in 1983. 

Of the 33 nominations, 20 were from 
State or AOC or OSCOV affiliated 
Societies, 8 were from ANOS Groups, | 
from NOSSA, | from the Native Orchid 
Society of Toowoomba, and three were 
eligible by reason of having received qual- 
ity awards. 


The following ten “runners up” will 
receive Silver Ira Butler Trophies: 


* Cymbidium Kuranda ‘Sue Gee’ HCC- 
ACC/AOC (2003) — Graham & Sue Zerbe 
* Dendrobium Jayden ‘Sheen’ AM/- 
OSCOV - Barry Khann (hybridist: Walter 
Upton) 

* Dendrobium Kayla ‘Longlast’ — Henk 
van den Berg (hybridist: Col Brandon) 

* Dendrobium Lochiel — Henk van den 
Berg (Hybridist: Neville Roper) 

* Dendrobium Our Native ‘Pacific Glory’ 
HCC/ANOS (2004) - Fred Fear 
(hybridist: Pacific Orchids) 

* — Dendrobium Tyabb ‘Heather’ 
AM/OSCOV (2004) — Philip Grech 
(hybridist: Wayne Turville) 

* Dendrobium (Yondi Glow x_ fal- 
corostrum) — Norm & Kay Mitchell 
(hybridist: Sid Batchelor) 

* Pterostylis Hoodwink — Les Nesbitt 
(hybridist: Les Nesbitt) 

* Sarcochilus Burgundy-on-Ice ‘Straw- 
berry Whip’- F. & H. Vernon (hybridist: 
DUNO) 

* Sarcochilus Tigress — F. & H. Vernon 
(hybridist: Frank Simpson) 


The following will receive Ira Butler 
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Certificates: 

* Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise — 
David Cammack 

* Dendrobium Aussie Child ‘Wilcherry’ — 
Roger & Pauline Rankin 

* Dendrobium Aussie Quest ‘Athol’s’ — 
Athol Rosenberg 

* Dendrobium (Bicentennial Rose x Ku- 
Ring-Gai) ‘Robin’ — B. & C. Wessely 

* Dendrobium Cam-Ranh ‘Emjay’ — Paul 
Wheeler 


* Dendrobium Cherub ‘Bernice’ 
HCC/AOC-QOS (2004) - Graham 
Markrow 

* Dendrobium {Colonial Surprise x 


(Bicentennial Blush x Gulginni)} — Alex 
& Christine Canala 

* Dendrobium Cracker — Norm & Kay 
Mitchell 

* Dendrobium Deemac — F. & H. Vernon 
* Dendrobium Duno Burgundy Gem — 
Laurie Mountford 

* Dendrobium (Gillieston Pearl x 
Hamilton) ‘Lance’ — Keith Buxton 

* ~~ Dendrobium  Gillieston Stardust 
‘Kimmie’ HCC/OSCOV (2004) —B. & B. 
Khann 

* Dendrobium Kayla — David Butler 

* Dendrobium Kayla ‘Old Gold’ — Dennis 
Wood 

* Dendrobium Lisa Turner —G. & L. Spear 
* Dendrobium (MacBride x Cobber) — 
Emil Dallmer 

* Dendrobium {Rutherford Blushing 
Bride x (June Mac x Aussie Quest)} —I. & 
J. Morschel 

* Dendrobium (speciosum x _ Tarean) 
‘Goldie’ — Philip Grech 

* Dendrobium Star of Riverdene — J. & L. 
Hateley 

* Sarcochilus (Elise x hartmannii ) #2 —F. 
& H. Vernon 

* Sarcochilus First Light ‘Butterscotch’ — 
DUNO 


THE WINNER OF THE 
BILL MURDOCH 
TROPHY — 2004 


for the Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Species of the Year is 


Dockrillia cucumerina ‘Margaret’ 
AM-ACC/AOC-NSW 


his plant, owned by Fred Fear, was 

granted an Award of Merit and Award 
of Cultural Commendation by the Orchid 
Society of New South Wales and 
Australian Orchid Council on 24 
November 2003. 

The Committee was very impressed by 
two other nominations, and determined 
they were both worthy of Certificates of 
Special Recognition. They are 
Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum 
‘Samantha’ HCC/QOS (2004) owned by 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey of Queensland 
and bred by the late David Littman, and 
Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule 


‘Misty Mountain’ owned by Lorraine & 
Bill Dobson-of Sydney. 

Of the 30 nominations this year, nine 
were known to have been line bred. Fifteen 
were from State or AOC or OSCOV affil- 
iated societies, 9 were from ANOS groups, 
and 4 eligible by reason of having received 
quality awards during the relevant period. 
Again the vast majority of nominated 
plants were dendrobiums. 

The following will receive Bill 
Murdoch Certificates: 


* Caladenia latifolia — Nesbitt’s Orchids 
* Cymbidium canaliculatum ‘Stanley 
Timothy’ — Bruce Allan Truloff 
* Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii 
‘Patricia’ HCC/AOC-NSW (2004) — K. & 
P. Greenwood 
* Dendrobium discolor var. broomfieldii 
‘Steve’s Choice’ HCC/AOC-QOS (2004) 
— Bruce Allan Truloff 
* Dendrobium kingianum ‘Kings Park’ — 
HCC/AOC (2004) — Michael Muzslai 
* Dendrobium kingianum ‘Rose Anne’ — 
Ros & Tom Fitzgerald 
* Dendrobium lithocola — Graeme & 
Maureen Hazledine 
* Dendrobium speciosum — Malcolm 
Tiggerman 
* Dendrobium speciosum (‘John Lynch’ x 
‘Windermere’ ) — Dennis Wood 
* Dendrobium speciosum 
Anthony Woodbine 
* Dendrobium speciosum ‘Kate’s Special’ 
— Peter Gibson 
* Dendrobium speciosum ‘Watellow’ x D. 
speciosum var. curvicaule ‘Daylight 
Moon’ — Andrew Perkins 
* Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule 
‘Clarrie’ — Clarence & Beryl Wuth 
* Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 
‘Heather’ — Ron & Heather Campbell 
* Dendrobium speciosum vat. speciosum 
‘Windermere’ — Norm & Kay Mitchell 
* Diuris maculata ‘Audree’? AM/ANOS 
(2004) — Alan Dash 
* Dockrillia _ aff. 
AM/ANOS _ (1998), 
(2002) — Fred Fear 
* Dockrillia fairfaxii — Wally Walloscheck 
* Dockrillia striolata ‘Ruffles’ AM/AOC- 
NSW (1992) - DUNO 
* Dockrillia teretifolia — F. & H. Vernon 
* Dockrillia teretifolia ‘Mem. John 
McKay’ HCC/OSCOV (2004) — Philip 
Grech 
* Liparis reflexa — Mr W. Clark 
* Phalaenopsis amabilis var. rosenstromit 
‘Annette’ — Annette & Peter Stubbs 
* Pterostylis curta — Bill & Ruth Clark 
* Pterostylis curta — Nita Wheeler 
* Pterostylis robusta — Nesbitt’s Orchids 
* Sarcochilus hartmannii ‘Kerrilly’ — 
DUNO | 
Roslyn Capell 
Secretary IBTC 
Email: capell666 @ozemail.com.au 


‘Ben’ — 


nugentii ‘Jeffrey’ 
AM/AOC-NSW 
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P&R 


ORCHIDS 


We're just off the Highway 
halfway between Brisbane 
and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway 
Overpass. 


We are only 4km on the right at the 
corner of Phillip Charley Drive 
and the Oxley Highway. 


KA 


We stock a wide range of 
orchid species and hybrids. 


Lycaste, Dendrobium, 
Oncidium and Catts. 


The latest Paphiopedilium 
breeding from around the 
world is always on sale. 


Some rarely available 
Paph. species will soon 
be released. 


Send us your wish list as 
many plants not listed are 
available in small numbers. 


KICK 


For your FREE LISTS, write, 
phone, email or just drop in 
and see for yourself. 


Open 8am to 4pm. 


We are closed Sundays and 
Public Holidays. 


KKK 


Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


e-mail prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE 
NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 
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Introduction to Growing 
Australian Native Orchids 


esides being one of the largest and 

most diverse plant groups on earth, 
orchids are also one of the most adapt- 
able. They are so versatile in fact, that 
they can be grown almost anywhere in 
the world. Our Australian orchids are no 
exception. These beautiful, yet tough 
and forgiving plants can be grown in 
most areas of Australia. Their culture, 
whilst requiring a few ground rules, is 
not that difficult or expensive, and no 
specific horticultural experience is 
required. 

This article is designed to introduce 
you to the cultivation of the four main 
groups of Australian native orchids. 
Dendrobiums are widespread through 
the bush in eastern Australia, mainly 
growing on trees or rocks. Sarcochilus 
are also restricted to eastern Australia 
and are also found growing on trees and 
rocks. Evergreen terrestrial orchids such 
as Phaius and Calanthe grow on the sur- 
face of the soil amongst leaf litter in 
rainforest areas. The last group, decidu- 


Robertson 
Orchids 


Selections from our 
February 2005 Listing 


Bic. Tainan Gold ‘Siskin’. 
Large golden yellow exhibition Cattleya meri- 
clone with a dark red lip. Tubes $8.00 ea. 


C. walkeriana semi alba ‘Tokyo No. 1’. 
SM/JOGA 
Highly awarded and rare form of the species. 
Tubes $10.00 ea. 


B. nodosa. 
Green and white star shaped flowers from this 
warm growing species. Tubes $8.00 ea. 


Phal. Haur Jin Princess. 
Remake of the best yellow harlequin Phal. cross | 
to date. Tubes $8.00 ea. 


Paph. leucochilum 
‘Bloodshot’ x (Virgo x be/latulum). j 
Large round cream brachys overlaid with heavy | 
red spots. Tubes $13.50 ea. | 


Eurychone rothschildianum. 
Ice green flowered species with a cinnamon 
scent. Grow mounted and shaded. Approx. 
100mm Leaf Span. $12.50 ea. 


262-290 Blackall Range Road 
West Woombye, Qld 4559 
Ph: 07 5442 1913 Fax: 07 5442 2406 | 


Email — robertsonorchid@ozemail.com.au 
Web site — robertsonorchids.com.au 
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By Ray Clement 


ous terrestrial orchids, are widespread 
throughout Australia and require quite 
different growing conditions to the 
others. 


Dendrobiums 

Widespread throughout the forests of 
eastern New South Wales and 
Queensland, dendrobiums — generally 
grow on branches of trees as epiphytes. 
Their roots cling to the bark and absorb 
moisture and nutrient from between the 
bark and from the humidity in the air. 
Their leaves are protected from sunburn 
by the trees leaf canopy and their bulbs 
act as storage vessels of moisture during 
dry periods. Those growing on rocks, 
known as lithophytes, are usually pro- 
tected by overhanging tree branches 
with the roots protected by lichen and 
mosses. Dendrobiums often grow in 
quite dry, exposed areas and these plants 
usually have large bulbs to help support 
the plant during extended dry periods. 
Moving air around these plants is a fea- 
ture of their habitat. 

So to successfully grow orchids all 
that is required is to simulate these con- 
ditions at home. Sounds impossible but 
it’s not that difficult really. 

Firstly, look for an available area in 
your yard that receives good sunlight. In 
the absence of trees, shade cloth has 
been developed to act in exactly the 
same way as a trees leaf canopy. Most 
dendrobiums will be happy with medium 
density shade cloth. 

Dendrobiums, because they grow on 
trees, need perfect drainage, but still 
some residual dampness will remain 
trapped by the trees bark for days and 
sometimes for weeks after rain. To sim- 
ulate these conditions, well-drained pots 
filled with chunks of cleaned, graded 
bark will do just fine. To replace the 
residue of small insects that supply 
nutrients to plants growing on trees, add 
a little soluble fertiliser to the water, 
when watering is required. 

Take care to protect plants from frost. 
Remember that even though air temper- 
ature in the bush often drops to below 
zero, frost does not settle on the plants as 
they are elevated in the trees with air 
moving around them. 


Sarcochilus 


Whilst dendrobiums are usually found 
in the hills and on more exposed ridges, 


Sarcochilus often grow in more pro- 
tected, moister environments, on trees or 
rocks, perhaps in gullies or on trees 
deeper in the rainforest. They do no have 
bulbs but their fleshy leaves and thick 
roots can store some moisture. Their 
environment is generally shadier, but 
perfect drainage is still a feature. 
Growing conditions as for dendrobiums, 
but with much more shade is required. 
An extra layer of shade cloth will suf- 
fice, or position Sarcochilus lower in the 
shade house where they will benefit 
from dendrobiums growing overhead. 


Evergreen Terrestrials 

This group of orchids grow at ground 
level, generally with their roots running 
amongst the leaf litter on the floor of the 
rainforest. Phaius prefer moist depres- 
sions where abundant moisture is avail- 
able most of the year. Being so low 
down, they are heavily shaded and well 
protected from strong wind. Therefore 
they will grow well in a medium that is 
well drained by retains some moisture 
most of the time. Provide them with 
heavy shade and protection from strong 
wind. Calanthe culture is similar, but 
their preferred habitat is more elevated 
and a little better drained, therefore grow 
them in a more open medium or water 
less frequently. 


Deciduous Terrestrials 

This group of orchids are very diverse 
and grow in a wide range of habitats. 
They are locally common, and are wide- 
spread throughout every state in 
Australia. In fact most of the famous 
Western Australian wildflowers are ter- 
restrial orchids. Dormant tubers, usually 
growing 20mm to 50mm underground, 
respond to the season, sprout, flower, 
and then die off and return to dormant 
tubers to await the next season. Some are 
easy to cultivate in pots, others virtually 
impossible. Generally speaking, the 
rosette forming greenhoods, such as 
Pterostylis baptistii, P. curta, P. nutans 
and P. pedunculata are the easiest in cul- 
tivation. 

Growing Australian Native Orchids is 
an interesting and absorbing hobby, not 
too demanding, and very satisfying. Go 
on... give ita go! | 

Ray Clement 
Tinonee Orchids 
Email: clement@tpg.com.au 
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ta number of orchid shows and society 

meetings over the past year or so, I 
have been asked for my interpretation of the 
“Champion / Best Seedling” class. The def- 
inition should appear in the conditions 
within the show schedule, but often any 
guidelines are missing. Basically the argu- 
ment being should species orchids (as first 
flowered species) be eligible for such a 
class. This topic was also raised recently on 
the Internet orchid discussion group, the 
OrchidGuide Digest, so it appears our over- 
seas friends get as confused as us locals! 

Asan Australian Orchid Council (AOC) 
& OSNSW Judge for almost 20 years, 
thought I would make a few comments and 
suggestions on this topic. 

Most judges would consider that these 
“seedling” classes are only for hybrids. 
However, it depends on the show sched- 
ule, and how it is worded. It should be 
clear as to what qualifies, what plants are 
eligible. The judge would the follow 
his/her interpretation of the schedule, per- 
haps even getting clarification from the 
Show Marshall. 

Seedling classes in Australia are rela- 
tively new (only over the past 15-20 years) 
in show schedules. My understanding on 
why the class was created was to encour- 
age (initially cymbidium) growers to grow 
and buy more “seedlings” instead of “mer- 
iclones”. That way, something that is 
genetically “new” is being created. With a 
batch of mericlones, it simply turns into a 
growing competition, as to who blooms it 
best wins the prize...look at Cym. 
Jubilation ‘Gerronimo’! 

However, some species orchid growers 
feel they are being discriminated against if 
their plants are not considered for 
“Champion Seedling”. Personally, I firmly 
believe that this class should be reserved 
exclusively for “hybrid orchids blooming 
for the first time”. You will note that I 
have emphasised that it is the plants 
maiden flowering, not the first time the 
plant has been exhibited. Inexplicably, 
some show schedules will accept a plant as 
a “seedling” if it is the whole plant being 
exhibited for the first time. So (by those 
rules) you could have a plant that has 
bloomed for. the past three years, but 
because it has never been shown, could 
still be entered in the “seedling” class 
when in fact it could be a specimen! 

Species societies and other specialist 
groups such as ANOS (Australasian 
Native Orchid Society) generally encour- 
age the benching of first-flowering species 
seedlings and provide clear-cut definitions 
in their show schedules and conditions. 
Many ANOS shows feature numerous 
classes for best hybrid seedlings (often in 
separate colour classes) as well as “first- 
flowering species seedling” classes for 
widely grown and popular species such as 
Dendrobium kingianum, Dendrobium spe- 
ciosum and Sarcochilus hartmanniti. 


Thoughts on **Champion 
Seedling” Classes 


By David P. Banks 


However, it must be remembered that 
some of these societies do not have com- 
petitive shows or benchings at monthly 
meetings. 

For experienced judges, it is fairly easy 
to tell in the majority of instances that the 
plant IS a seedling, and not a plant grown 
on from a backcut or aerial. Remember 
also that we are primarily dealing (in the 
ANOS example) with Dendrobium and 
Sarcochilus & related genera, where it is 
easy to tell if the plant has bloomed before. 

In mainstream orchid societies today, 
there are quite a few classes devoted to 
species, certainly more so than a decade or 
more ago. If the (seedling) plant were good 
enough, it would win in these classes. In 
any case, there are more species classes 
than there are hybrid classes. 

Realistically, there is nothing “new” in 
showing a species seedling — you basically 
know what it’s going to look like. 
However, first flowered hybrid seedlings 
often are not “mature” enough to fairly 
compete with the big boys in the open 
classes. Exceptions are single flowered 
genera, such as Paphiopedilum, Lycaste 
and the large-flowered exhibition style 
Cattleya alliance. Multiflowered genera, 
such as cymbidiums and vandaceous 
types, will often have a low flower count 
on their debut flowering, especially if the 
plant is still essentially a juvenile. 

When I am judging these hybrid 
seedling classes I place major emphasis on 
the overall shape and quality of the indi- 


Question: I have trouble growing 
phragmipediums successfully. Can you 
help me? 

Answer: In nature most 
Phragmipedium species are found 
growing in strong light in areas where 
there is a lot of moving moisture in the 
soil. The exception of note is 
Phragmipedium caudatum, which 
requires less water. 

We grow all our Phragmipedium 
species and hybrids (excluding P. cau- 
datum and any of its hybrids) in a green- 
house with Laserlite(r) roof and walls. 
A heater ensures that the temperature 
does not fall below 5°C in winter, while 
an evaporative cooler and overhead fan 
moderates the high temperatures of 
summer. The plants receive plenty of 
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Growing Phragmipediums 


vidual bloom. And yes, I am also attempt- 
ing to assess the plants potential. 
Subsequent bloomings, off larger and 
stronger plants, will produce more (and 
often larger) flowers but the colour and 
shape of the bloom will generally remain 
the same. Numbers of flowers should be in 
proportion to the current size of the plant. 
That way, in the seedling section, a classy 
Cymbidium seedling with only 5 flowers 
(AOC judging standards require at least 7 
blooms for award judging), could beat an 
average slipper orchid with one flower. 
Also when looking at a plant with lots of 
flowers, please take the time to critically 
access the quality of the individual bloom. 
Unfortunately there is a growing trend at 
present for some judges to be blinded by 
the sheer numbers of blooms at times 
when assessing quality awards, which is a 
major concern. A proficient orchid judge 
can accurately assess the quality of an 
orchid flower from a single bloom. 

One final point, which many often lose 
sight of. 

It’s ashame that there are still some peo- 
ple who get really uptight and upset if their 
“prize plant” doesn’t win at a show or 
monthly meeting. At times like this they 
should remember that whilst heaps of peo- 
ple will admire your plant for what it is, 
and perhaps wishes that they owned it, it is 
you who gets to take it home! 

David Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


light — a minimum of 50%. 
The secret to growing phragmipedi- 
ums is to keep their pots standing in 
water. We stand all the pots in shallow 
trays of water to a depth of 10-15 mm 
all year round. The plants grow 
strongly, as evidenced by their roots 
growing through the drainage holes into 
the water. However, it’s important that 
watering is not done by simply topping 
up the water level when necessary. The 
plants must be watered regularly from 
above by pouring water through the 
potting mix. The mix should be an open 
one, so that air is drawn through, thus 
preventing it from becoming sour. 
Graeme Banks 

Northmead, NSW. 

Email: gsbanks@ozemail.com.au 
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THE SOUTHPORT & DISTRICTS ORCHID 
SOCIETY INC. 


ORCHIO FESTIVAL & TRADE SHOW 
20 TRADERS. AND JUDGE SHOW 


Z18t - ZZad MAY, 2005 9, 00am to 4.00pm 


ALBERT WATERWAYS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Cnr. Sunshine & Hooker Blvds, BROADBEACH. 
All enquiries (07) 5578 2534 


Cedarvale 
Orchids 


* Phone prior to visiting 
¢ Send S. Ae. for our current listing 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 
= Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


c : . . 
9 email: cedarvaleorchids@bigpond.com.au 


12 Rainforest Lane Ph/Fax: 02 6566 6454 
South West Rocks Mobile: 0411 348 311 
NSW 2431 


SHADE PRODUCTS 


WAREHOUSES 


Open to the Public 
CENTRE 


DISCOUNT SHADECLOTH 
Largest range in Australia 
30%-98% shade 
Over 50 colours 
Waterproof shadecloth 
Weedstop 


at the 
Cheapest Prices” 


* SHADE HOUSES + PLANT STANDS 
+ PORTABLE GAZEBOS 
+ SUN SHELTERS 
* ROLL-UP SHADECLOTH BLINDS 
* SHADE SAILS & SHADE COVERS 
MADE TO ORDER 
Contact one of our Display Centres 
BRISBANE TOWNSVILLE 
5/9 Combarton Street 17 Hamill Street 
Brendale 4500 Garbutt 4814 
Ph 07 3889 8444 Ph 07 4775 1344 


www.theshadecentre.com.au 


UMBRELLAS 
Large & Small 
Side or 
Centre Pole 
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Smokey Cape Orchids 


“Specialising in Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, -~ 


Specialist breeders of Australian Dendrobiums & Oncidiums” Cai 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids Send SAE for NEW 2005 catalogue _--- 
* Mail orders our specialty ob G 


SPECTACULAR y 
OPEN WEEKEND 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th April 


Open Saturday or by appointment. Bus trips welcome 
Nursery: Proprietors: Mick & Jan Coe 


Email: arakoon@midcoast.com.au NSW 2431 


“The Best Brands 


AUSTRALIA WIDE 
DELIVERY SERVICE 


Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 
SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 
Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 
Delivery Skyroad door to door. 

Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 
website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


PO Box ne oe 


We accept 
South West Rocks 


Bankcard — Visa — 
Mastercard — Eftpos 


AOR200 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 
We also stock treefern, slabs, 


stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 
30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


AOR 089 


Open 7 days a week 
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Propagation of Orchids 


Division 

This is the most common and simplest 
method of reproducing orchids in your 
collection. This should only be done with 
larger plants and preferably at a time coin- 
ciding with the start of the plants main 
growth cycle. With most orchids this is 
early spring. Actually, you will find that 
most orchids initiate their growth cycles 
just after the winter equinox. This high- 
lights the fact that many orchids (and other 
plants) initially respond quicker to an 
increase in day length than temperature. In 
most cases when dividing plants, you 
don’t want to have any divisions with less 
than four growths. These smaller pieces 
will take longer to re-establish and may 
not bloom the following season. With 
paphiopedilums and phragmipediums, it is 
best not to “cut” the plants to make divi- 
sions. They grow and flower better as 
larger plants. Only separate these if natural 
divisions fall apart whilst repotting. 

Take the plant out of the pot, and 
remove the old mix and any dead rots. 
Look at the growth of the plant and decide 
where the divisions will take place. If you 
are not sure at this stage, it may be best to 
simply put the plant into a slightly larger 
pot with fresh mix. If you have decided 
that you are going to divide the plant, make 
a vertical cut through the rhizome halfway 
between the pseudobulbs. The cut areas 
may be dusted with sulphur powder, or 
may be simply dried for about an hour 
before potting. 

Always use sharp secateurs that have 
been sterilised in a saturated sugar soap 
solution for at least five minutes, or heated 
to almost glowing point. This is done to 
help prevent the spread of virus and other 
unwanted diseases. Remember to sterilise 
your secateurs or cutting implements 
before moving on to another plant. Finally, 
don’t forget to label your plants. Apart 
from its name, I also like to include the 
month and year of repotting and any inter- 
esting history about the plant (who it came 
from, price, country of origin or collection 
data, date of acquisition, blooming season) 
— you could go on depending on the size of 
the tag! UV stabilised tags still only seem 
to last a few years, so best to push them 
right into the pot, or tie them behind the 
mount. Fine, permanent black felt markers 
are good, but tend to fade with age. The 
good old lead pencil (about 3B) is not as 
aesthetically appealing, but it sure is per- 
manent. 


Back-cutting 
This is also a great way to develop spec- 
imen plants of the sympodial growth 


By David P. Banks 


types. The plant does not need to be repot- 
ted. It works best with genera that have an 
exposed rhizome and _ non-clustering 
pseudobulbs. Simply make a full vertical 
cut halfway between the pseudobulbs, 
about every three or four growths. This 
will activate dormant eyes into new 
growth, often within weeks. This process 
is best done in late winter or early spring. 
This method works particularly well with 
members of the Cattleya alliance, 
Coelogyne, Dendrobium, Encyclia and 
Miltonia. Again, remember to sterilise 
your secateurs or cutting implements 
before moving on to another plant. 


Back-bulbs 


Whole potfuls of cymbidiums with 
dried and leafless back-bulbs look fairly 
ordinary, even when they are in bloom. 
The back-bulbs are really not offering any- 
thing of value to the plant. They are in fact 
the “insurance policy” in case something 
happens to the main growing section. 
When dividing your cymbidiums (and try 
to keep divisions to at least three pseudob- 
ulbs), cut away the back-bulbs (do them 
individually), remove the dried husks on 
the bulb and cut off all the roots. Each of 
these bulbs should have a dormant “eye” 
which should shoot if it is healthy. These 
may be planted in a community pot, or sep- 
arately, in standard cymbidium mixture or 
fine bark. Sphagnum moss may also be 
used, as long as you make sure it doesn’t 
stay wet. I like to bury them to about a 
third of the length of the bulb. Then just 
treat them as per your other plants, with 
perhaps a bit more shade. Keep an eye out 
for any rot (these will obviously need to be 
removed and discarded), and all being well 
you should see a new shoot emerge in 
three to six months time. It generally takes 
three or four years for these plants to 
flower, but it is worth the wait for choice 
cultivars. 

Of course it is not just cymbidiums that 
provide us with back-bulbs to start new 
plants with. Many other orchids can be 
grown from back-bulbs, as long as the dor- 
mant eyes have not expired. Genera that 
can be grown from single back-bulbs 
include; Calanthe, Catasetum, Coelia, 
Phaius and Zygopetalum. 

There are other genera that will only 
“strike” if there is a cluster of two or three 
bulbs. Use the same potting medium as 
you would for adult plants. Included in this 
category are; Ada, Anguloa, Ansellia, 
Bifrenaria,  Brassia, _ Bulbophyllum, 
Cattleya, Coelogyne, Coryanthes, 
Cuitlauzina, Dendrobium, Dendrochilum, 
Encyclia, Gongora, Laelia, Lycaste, 
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Maxillaria, Miltonia, Odontoglossum, 
Oncidium, Osmoglossum,  Pholidota, 
Rhyncholaelia, — Rossioglossum and 
Stanhopea. 
Cuttings 


You don’t often think of cuttings as a 
way of propagating orchids. But there are 
a number of vigorous, rambling sympodial 
species (with wandering pseudobulbs that 
produce aerial roots along the rhizome) 
that can have small divisions, of at least 
four pseudobulbs, taken off them without 
disturbing the main plant. This is generally 
the case with small growing mounted 
plants or those that frequently climb over 
the edge of the pot — some by quite a dis- 
tance! Genera with representatives that 
may be propagated this way include; 
Bulbophyllum, Coelogyne, Dendrobium, 
Dockrillia, Mediocalcar and Neolauchea. 

Some robust monopodial orchids may 
also be multiplied by cutting off the top of 
the plant when they become “leggy”, as 
long as there are at least three or four 
healthy roots to support the severed sec- 
tion. The base of the plant will re-shoot, 
often in more than one place. This is com- 
mon practice with many “vandaceous- 
type” orchids such as Aerides, Angraecum, 
Ascocentrum, Doritis, Jumellea, 
Sarcochilus (the lithophytic species) and 
Vanda. This method is also successful for 
the vine-like habit of Vanilla. 


Aerial Growths 


The production of aerial growths is an 
excellent means of propagation. These are 
growths produced randomly along sec- 
tions of pseudobulbs, generally the leaf- 
less older ones. Leave these aerials (or 
“keikis” as they are sometimes known) on 
the mother plant for at least twelve 
months. The leaves should have lost that 
“glossy” appearance and have their own 
root system. Often it is best to wait until 
the aerial produces its first new growth 
before removal. There is rarely a need to 
cut them off, as most will easily twist off 
in your hand. These young plants, once 
they have matured, establish very quickly 
once potted or mounted. Genera with rep- 
resentatives that frequently produce aerial 
growths include Dendrobium, Epiden- 
drum, Grastidium and Neobenthamia. 
Many Restrepia and Pleurothallis will also 
produce young plants from the axis of 
older leaves. 


Aerial Bulbs 

This is not a common form on natural 
multiplication, but is frequently employed 
by Pleione species and their hybrids. 
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Small “bulbils’”, sometimes in clusters, 
grow from the top of the bulb, in the 
“crater” left after the leaves have dropped. 
These may take a few years to flower. 
They are best removed in late winter and 
placed in community pots and treated as 
seedlings. Sometimes stressed or damaged 
plants that normally would not multiply 
this way will produce aerial bulbs as a last 
attempt to reproduce. I have seen exam- 
ples of this in Anguloa, Ansellia, Barkeria, 
Brassia, Calanthe, Catasetum, Coelogyne, 


Diplocaulobium, — Lycaste, — Odonto- 
glossum,  Oncidium,  Phaius and 
Zygopetalum. 


Tuber Division 


This method is a fairly recent innova- 
tion that has been successfully used to 
multiply “solitary” Australian deciduous 
terrestrial orchids from genera such as 
Pterostylis (Greenhoods) and Diuris 
(Donkey Orchids). The best time to do this 
is when the plants are in bloom. Firstly, tip 
the plants out of the pot. At the base of the 
flowering stem there will be two tubers 
evident. The current tuber, which will be 
dirty looking and is presently feeding the 
plant. The new tuber (for next season) will 
generally be white. Carefully twist off the 
new tuber, pot it up and store this for next 
season. Then replant the flowering piece 
(with old tuber) and keep the pot only just 
damp and shaded. Another tuber (or two) 
may form over the next eight weeks. These 
will be smaller than the first new tuber, and 
generally take another season to reach 
flowering size. This is an important way of 
multiplying rare species and selected 
clones. 


Leaf Cuttings 

Most members of the genus Restrepia 
may be proliferated by leaf-cuttings, in a 
similar way to how African violets are 
struck (but not as quick!). In spring, select 
a leaf that has flowered (two-year old 
leaves seem to work the best) and cut it at 
the rhizome. Place the “stem” (correctly a 
ramicaul) into the Sphagnum moss, up to 


the base of the leaf. Be patient as this 
process often takes six months to work but 
is a quicker way of duplicating choice (or 
rare) plants. Up to three new plants may 
develop from healthy leaves. This method 
has also worked for a few Pleurothallis 
species, generally the single flowered 
types that bloom repeatedly from the leaf 
axil over many months. 


Stem cuttings 

This is a productive method to multiply 
the terrestrial genus Thunia. I do this in 
summer, when the plants are in bloom. 
Firstly, cut off the previous seasons leaf- 
less cane, about 6cm from the base of the 
plant (don’t touch the current leafy 
growth). Leave the cut piece for a couple 
of days to seal the wound, then drop them 
into a tall pot with about 5cm of Sphagnum 
moss at the bottom. New plants will form 
over the next few months. I have produced 
blooming plants within two years by using 
this method. There are other variations of 
this method; some involve cutting the stem 
into sections, whilst others lay the stem 
down in a similar way that Phaius are 
propagated. If you left the old cane, it 
would just wither and die over the next few 
months anyway, so you may as well put it 
to work! 

A similar method works well for 
“Softcane” dendrobiums. These are 
hybrids derived from the species 
Dendrobium nobile and its relatives. 
These produce nodes along the pseudob- 
ulbs that, if the growing conditions are 
correct, will produce blooms in late 
spring. If the plants are very shaded, 
receive too much nitrogen fertiliser, or the 
roots have been damaged, the plant will 
naturally transform these nodes into 
young plants at the expense of flowers. 
But you can use this knowledge to advan- 
tage. In late spring (when the plants are in 
bloom), select canes that are at least three 
years old. It is best to leave three con- 
nected growths intact on the main plant. 
Thereby you would leave the current 
growth (with foliage, to bloom next year, 
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this should also have a new growth just 
starting at the base), the flowering growth 
(remember this process is best done in the 
blooming season), and the previous years 
growth (which would be leafless, with 
evidence of flowering last year). Cut off 
the old pseudobulbs (three years and 
older) at the base of the plant. The key 
here is to find sections of the stem that did 
not flower, look for a slight bump on the 
bulb. This will only work on nodes that 
have not bloomed. Slice into sections 
halfway between the nodes, leaving two 
or three nodes between each cut. Discard 
sections where all the nodes have expired 
(if they have bloomed, they will not re- 
shoot). Half bury the remaining “stem cut- 
tings” in pots of fine bark, and keep 
shaded and only just moist. They will start 
shooting in about three to six month’s 
time. I like to leave them in the commu- 
nity pots for two years (obviously discard 
any sections that rot), and then pot them 
up individually into 80mm pots. These 
plants will take about three or four years 
to bloom. If you are really keen to multi- 
ply a particular clone, you can sacrifice 
the leading mature growth (that has not 
flowered), remove the leaves, and follow 
the above method. 


Flower Spikes 

Well they really aren’t spikes at all, but 
inflorescences. Some orchids will produce 
plantlets off spent inflorescences without 
any effort on your part. This includes a 
number of the smaller Phalaenopsis 
species (such as P. equestris, P. luedde- 
manniana, P. mariae and P. pallens), 
Sarcochilus ceciliae and S. roseus, many 
“reed-stem” Epidendrum species and their 
hybrids plus some members of Oncidium 
Section Cyrtochilum (including O. 
falcipetalum, O. serratum and O. superbi- 
ens). The new plantlets develop along dor- 
mant eyes either at nodes along the inflo- 
rescence or at the end (in the case of the 
Sarcochilus). It takes between one and two 
years for the plants to be developed 
enough for removal, so don’t take them off 
prematurely. The application of plant 
growth hormones, such as keiki paste (a 
type of acetic acid), can accelerate this 
process. 

Phaius tankervilleae and the closely 
related P. australis may also be multi- 
plied from the fleshy spent inflores- 
cences. This is best done straight after 
blooming has ceased. Simply cut the 
spike off at the base. Along the peduncle 
(the section of stem before the flowers 
start), you will notice a few leafy bracts 
clasping the stem. Carefully remove 
these, as they are protecting dormant 
eyes from which new plants will form. I 
find it works best to lay these stems down 
on seedling trays with either Sphagnum 
moss or a Cymbidium-type compost that 
has a high moisture retentive content 
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(achieved with the addition of peat 
moss). Keep in a shaded and humid situ- 
ation, and shoots should start within 
three months. Pot up individually once 
they have an active root system. Plants 
propagated by this method generally take 
three or four years to bloom. 


Seed 


Orchids produce very fine seed, in very 
large numbers, that rely on specific fungus 
or nutrients for germination. Specialist 
laboratories undertake commercial seed 
raising. The seed is firstly germinated in a 
sterile agar jelly with a range of nutrients. 
Upon germination, and when the seed 
have transformed into manageable proto- 
corms or young plants, they are transferred 
into a special growth medium for another 
twelve months or so. Thereby we have 
orchid flasks. 

Whilst orchid flasking is out of the 
scope of many backyard orchidists, you 
may have success with fresh seed sprin- 
kled on the top of healthy plants, prefer- 
ably of the same genus. Potted plants with 
some active root growth around the sur- 
face are ideal. With luck, and if the condi- 
tions are conducive, you may end up with 
a few plants. A couple of the best types of 
orchids to try growing from seed (to give 
you practice) are the garden “crucifix 
orchids” (Epidendrum radicans and its 
hybrids) and many of the Australian tem- 
perate dendrobiums, such as Dendrobium 
speciosum and D. kingianum. 


Tissue Culture 


Plants reproduced by mericloning or 
tissue culture are genetically identical to 
the parent plant. However, sometimes 
there may be mutations from this process 
that will be slightly different to the origi- 
nal. This is a complex process again 
undertaken in laboratories, where small 
sections of the meristematic tissue are 
extracted and multiplied on a medium to 
proliferate the cells. These are divided 
and replated into flasks containing an 
agar growth medium, in a similar mode to 
seed raised orchids. The benefit of meri- 
cloning has been the production of large 
numbers of superior cultivars, which are 
within the budget of most orchid growers. 
This has been commercially utilised 
mainly with hybrid cymbidiums, the 
Cattleya alliance, the Oncidium alliance, 
“cut flower” Dendrobium hybrids, and 
some vandaceous orchids. At this stage 
the genera Paphiopedilum and 
Phragmipedium have not been able to be 
mericloned in quantity, which accounts 
for the high price of divisions of select 
cultivars. 

So start propagating your plants! a 


David P. Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


ew members are usually so 
Nigseca by the tremendous dis- 
play of colour on the show benches at 
meetings and shows that they then pro- 
ceed to buy every orchid in flower on 
the sales bench. Most have sadly 
learned that not all of these orchids are 
suited to shade-house culture, while 
others are notoriously difficult to grow 
or flower. Here I list a collection of fifty 
orchids suitable for those beginners 
who have a shade house with a fibre- 
glass roof and protection from cold 
westerly winds in winter. I have also 
included a supplementary list of some 
other orchids that are also reasonably 
common, and often available from 
orchid society sales benches or orchid 
nurseries. 

Many of the listed cymbidiums have 
been in general cultivation for at least 
ten years. However, most are still pop- 
ular and many still win in the appropri- 
ate size/colour classes at our shows. 
The reason that my list contains so 
many species orchids is that they are my 
favourites, and I have been culling my 
hybrids to make room for more of them! 


My First Fifty. 

Cymbidium Alison Shaw ‘Perfection’ 
C. Bingo ‘Pink Beauty’ 

C. Celtic Imp ‘Caprice’ 

C. Cronulla ‘The Kahn’ 

C. Ice-on-Fire ‘Niketta’ 

C. Katydid ‘Veridian’ 

C. Jubilation “Jacobus’ 

C. Leopard Lady ‘Mary Smith’ 

C. Lerwick ‘Leanne Crickmar’ 

C. lowianum 

C. Mini Sarah ‘Alabaster, and 
“Artisan’ 

C. Morialta ‘Morialta Falls’ 

C. Narela ‘Jennifer Gail, 

C. One Tree Hill ‘Mt. Beenak’ 

C. Pure Destiny ‘Ultimate’ 

C. Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascades’ 

C. Sunshine Falls ‘Green Fantasy’ 

C. Second Rennaissance ‘Jenny Wren’ 
C. tracyanum, and 

C. Wallamurra ‘Jupiter’ 

Coelogyne cristata, C. mooreana and 
C. Unchained Melody. 

Dendrobium nobile and D. 
Yukidaruma ‘The King’, Dendrobium 
falcorostrum, D. kingianum, D. 
Andrew Persson, D. Bardo Rose, D. 
Ella Victoria Leaney, D. Ellen, D. 
Jonathan,s Glory and D. Zip. Laelia 
anceps. 

Lycaste aromatica and L. Macama. 
Masdevallia veitchiana and M. Copper 
Angel. 
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Orchids for beginners 


by Brian Milligan 


Osmoglossum pulchellum. 

Pleione formosana and P. Tongariro. 
Sarcochilus hartmannii, S. Fitzhart, 
and S. George Colthup. 
Sophrocattleya Jeannie Woolf. 
Stanhopea nigroviolacea. 
Stenoglottis longifolia. 

Zygopetalum intermedium and Z. 
Titanic. 


A Second Forty. 

Cymbidium Arunta ‘Amber’ 

C. Fairy Rouge ‘Lavender Falls’ 

C. Gentle Touch ‘Bonbon’ 

C. Granny Smith ‘TP’ 

C. Katydid ‘Veridian’ 

C. Kelly’s Winter ‘Patricia’ 

C. Little Sarah ‘Lollypop’ 

C. Margaret Thatcher “Memories’ 

C. Melanie ‘Golden Girl’ 

C. Mini Mint “Del Mae’ 

C. Portugese Passion ‘Atlantis’ 

C. Pumisan “Cooksbridge’ 

C. Scott,s Sunrise ‘Aurora’ 

C. Valley Splash ‘Awesome’ 

C. Valley Zenith ‘Green Orb’ and 

C. Willunga Regal ‘Royal Velvet 

Ada aurantiaca 

Dendrobium Warrambool, D. Anne’s 

Rainbow Surprise, Dockrillia lin- 

guiformis, D. striolata 

Dendrobium moniliforme 

Encyclia polybulbon 

Laelia gouldiana, L. pumila 

Maclellanara Pagan Love Song 

Masdevallia coccinea, M. tovarensis, 

M. Brilor, M. Pichincha, Mp3. Isbern 

Maxillaria cucullata, M. porphyrostele 

Oncidium ornithorhynchum 

Pholidota chinensis 

Sophrocattleya Beaufort, Sic. Bright 

Angel 

Stanhopea wardii, S. Spindleriana 

Thunia marshalliana | 

Brian Milligan, 

North Balwyn, Vict. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Orchids: The Pictorial Encyclopedia 
of Oncidium 

Illustrated by Harry Zelenko, 
Johanna Warshaw and Betsy Dillard, 
and edited by Mark Chase. 
Hardback 250 x 340 mm, 148 pages 
Published by Zai Publications, 

Quito, Ecuador, 2002 

ISBN 0-9661344-3-5 

$155.00, available from Orchidaceous 
Books, PO Box 4192, Tinana, Qld 4650 
www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au or 
email: 
books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Edited by Mark Chase and illustrated by 
Harry Zelenko as the primary botanical 
artist, this is a collaboration between the 
editor, three artists and numerous writers. 
It was thirteen years from the inception to 
publication of the first edition of The 
Pictorial Encyclopedia of Oncidium in 
1997, which contained more than 800 life- 
size illustrations. 

Six years following the first, this revised 
edition is called Orchids: The Pictorial 
Encyclopedia of Oncidium and has an 
additional fifty or so paintings. More illus- 
trations have been included for smaller 
genera such as Comparettia and 
Trichopilia. 

The Oncidium alliance consists of some 
1,500 species in 70 genera and is in the 
process of being refined. Recent studies 
using morphological, biochemical and 
molecular data better show the relation- 
ships between taxa. The last section of this 
second edition is on DNA Based Studies 
and shows a cladogram or DNA “tree” that 
better reflects the relationships of the gen- 
era/groups. Mark Chase comments that a 
great deal more work and _ intensive 
research by many people is needed with 
this alliance and that evidence must be 
provided to support changes in orchid 
names. 

The book is not intended to be a taxo- 
nomic revision of the groups within the 
Oncidium alliance, nor is it intended to be 
useful for identification of the species. It is 
a source of illustrations of a wide variety 
of the orchids involved, although many of 
them have not been verified and are un- 
named. This is frustrating for me as there 
is little information available in other pub- 
lications on this alliance and I’d hoped that 
this may help fill that void. 

Artistically the illustrations, which are 
actual-size, are excellent although I notice 
that the colour reproduction appears to 
more vibrant in the first edition. True to 
colour, the individual flowers are illus- 
trated together with related species in their 
respective genera (e.g. Brassia) or group 
(e.g. Crispum or Lanceanum group). 

Both editions have sixty-one 


“™ MORE THAN 850 ACTUAL-SIZE yal 
OO 
THE a 

PICTORIAL 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF 
ONCIDIUM 


ILLUSTRATED BY 
HARRY ZELENKO 
ET Al. 


EDITED BY 
MARK W. CHASE 


genera/groups, with the second edition 
updated to include genera such as 
Telipogon, Trichoceros and Brachtia, 
while some groups have been merged with 
others. 

Recently published genera such as 
Caucaea (formerly Cucullatum group), 
Cyrtochiloides (formerly Cardiochilum 
group) and Zelenkoa (formerly Onustum 
group) have been included in the revision. 

Some obvious changes I noticed were 
the merging of Helcia with Trichopilia; 
the transfer of the “mule-ear” and “rat-tail” 
oncidiums to Trichocentrum; and_ the 
transfer of Oncidium phymatochilum to 
Miltonia. Tolumnia is recognised as a 
genus whereas Cyrtochilum is still treated 
as the Macranthum group. Mark Chase 
says that “To segregate the Macranthum 
group as a distinct genus would require 
treating all other groups as distinct genera 
as well, thus resulting in the description of 
at least fifty new genera in addition to the 
approximately seventy genera currently 
recognized.” 

Some of the names of the groups have 
been altered in the second edition without 
explanation; for example, the Bicolor 
group is now Varicosum and_ the 
Altissimum group is now Sphacelatum. In 
addition, some illustrations have now been 
identified, such as those for Cyrtochilum 
and Lockhartia. 

There does not appear to be a logical 
order for the genera/groups throughout the 
book, particularly as the order has been 
changed in the second edition. However, it 
does have a useful contents page and is 
more user-friendly, being more compact 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


and smaller in size. Moving the illustra- 
tions closer together has reduced the num- 
ber of pages. Although not intended to be 
a book on culture of this alliance, the short 
essays on each of the _ illustrated 
genera/groups at the back give some hints 
on conditions for cultivation. 

Orchids: The Pictorial Encyclopedia of 
Oncidium is a well-produced book of 
botanical art that covers a multitude of 
species that have been seldom featured in 
other publications. These genera/groups 
can be confusing and are in the process of 
being sorted, but the book is as up to date 
as can be expected. I will find it very help- 
ful in identifying some of the more 
unusual species. | 

Gary Yong Gee 
Email: gary @yonggee.name 


Paphiopedilum 

By Guido Braem and Guy Chiron. 
Preface by Harold Koopowitz. 
Paintings by Linda Petchnick. 
Softcover 160 x 240 mm, 440 pages 
Published by Tropicalia, France, 2003 
ISBN 2-9513900-4-1 

$150.00, available from Orchidaceous 
Books, PO Box 4192, Tinana, Qld 4650 
www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au or 
email: 

books @orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


This is Guido Braem’s third and most 
complete and comprehensive attempt at 
collating all the available information 
available on the Asiatic slipper orchids as 
at 2003. On this occasion he has collabo- 
rated with Guy Chiron, the director of the 
new French journal Richardiana. 

Readers and owners of Dr. Braem’s pre- 
vious works on Paphiopedilum need to be 
reassured that this is a completely new 
book on these slipper orchids. It is far more 
advanced than his original 248 page bilin- 
gual work that was published in 1988. 
(Which has been out of print for many 
years and is a valuable collectors item). 
Then there were the colourful volumes co- 
authored with the husband and wife team 
of Charles and Margaret Baker. Sadly, 
only two of the planned three-volume set 
were ever published (in 1998 & 1999), and 
for a number of reasons that project was 
abandoned. 

Thankfully we now have this new work 
to enjoy, and it is obvious that the authors 
have put a great deal of effort and research 
into it. Guido is very passionate about his 
orchids, and will provide vigorous debate 
on topics he does not agree with. However, 
where there are “controversial” taxonomic 
determinations, he argues his points with 
the facts — for the reader to make their own 
minds up. Examples of this approach sur- 


face within the discussions for 
Paphiopedilum crossii (P. callosum) and 
Paphiopedilum markianum (P. tigrinum). I 
will not elaborate further on it here, you 
will have to get the book and read for your- 
self! 

The book is divided into ten chapters, 
mostly under botanical groupings, cover- 
ing the various subgenera. The initial 
chapters in themselves make for interest- 
ing reading, with topics discussed in depth 
such as “Introduction to the taxonomy of 
the genus Paphiopedilum” and “Problems 
in botanical taxonomy”. These are topics 
close to Guido Braem’s heart. There are 
also keys to both the subgenera with fur- 
ther ones at specific level. This is not just 
a taxonomic work or checklist of the 
species, as there is also an in-depth section 
devoted to the cultivation of these plants. 

For each species, the original authors 
name is given, along with the botanical 
reference, page numbers and _ year 


PAPHIODEDILUM 


BRAEM © CHIRON 


Dreface by Prof: Dr. H. Koopowitz 
Paintings by linda W. Petchnick 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$40 Australia 
$45 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 


$50 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 
www.anos.org.au 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2005 


described. This is followed by any syn- 
onyms (again with references), a lively 
and easily read discussion, etymology, full 
description of the plant and its variability, 
distribution and habitat information, as 
well as flowering times and miscellaneous 
notes where appropriate. 

Ten new taxa (or combinations) are 
described and there are 25 botanical line 
drawings and 112 pages of colour illustra- 
tions. There are also 17 paintings by Linda 
Petchnick, a botanical illustrator from the 
USA. In many cases, different forms of the 
same species are illustrated in fine colour 
reproductions, and many albinistic forms 
are depicted. The book is worth obtaining 
for the pictures alone. All of the described 
species (up to 2003) are included; many of 
these have not been seen in Australia but 
have obvious horticultural merit. 

Often in larger books, gremlins tend to 
infiltrate the final printing process and 
swap captions and turn images upside 
down. Thankfully that has hot happened in 
this work. However, I still don’t subscribe 
to the validity of the image labelled as P. 
boxallii on page 121.1 believe this to be a 
hybrid involving P. insigne and/or P. villo- 
sum. (I will get an email about this!!). The 
only other minor gripe is that some of the 
images are several pages away from the 
text, so you have to hunt a little to access 
both halves of the information. 

This book would have been several 
years (decades?) in the making. Specialist 
books of this type and quality are generally 
on the expensive side, because the pub- 
lishers simply cannot justify large print 
runs. They also tend to become out-of- 
print quite quickly, and then increase sig- 
nificantly in value. Orchidaceous Books 
currently have stocks available to AOR 
readers for AUD$135.00. If you are a slip- 
per orchid fanatic, or just a casual interest 
in species orchids, this will prove to be 
money well spent. Oo 

David P. Banks 
Email: dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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Orchid Fever 


By Phillip Oliver 


BR: captivating, and seductive, 
orchids have long fascinated plant 
lovers. They first attracted the attention 
of Westerners in the 17th century, when 
explorers brought back samples from 
South America and Asia. By the mid- 
1800s, orchid collecting had reached a 
fever pitch, not unlike that of the Dutch 
tulip craze of the 1630s, with rich (and 
rapacious) collectors hiring emissaries 
to strip the jungles and forests bare. 
Today the passion aroused by these 
beautiful plants is as strong as ever. 
Who can forget the colourful, orchid- 
obsessed characters of Susan Orlean’s 
The Orchid Thief? 

As the largest plant family in the 
world, Orchidaceae boasts over 40,000 
species, divided into over 1000 genera. 
And this does not include the countless 
hybrids created over the past half-cen- 
tury! South America and Asia are home 
to many of the more familiar orchids, 
but there are others that live in deserts, 
swamps, and even the Arctic regions. 
Appearances are eclectic as well. 
Orchids come in every colour of the 
rainbow, including the rare and most 
sought-after blue. Shapes and sizes vary 
as well. 


Orchid availability 


Once reserved for wealthy gentle- 
men gardeners (the sexual overtones of 
the blooms were considered too shock- 
ing for Victorian women), orchids can 
now be bought at nurseries, supermar- 
kets, and department stores at afford- 
able prices. According to a 2003 USDA 
Floriculture Crops Survey, orchid sales 
are second in potted flowering plants to 
poinsettias, and their popularity contin- 
ues to increase as gardeners discover 
orchids are not quite as difficult to grow 
as commonly believed. 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
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1830mm (6’) wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
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SHADE CLOTH 


Still, new owners often allow their 
plants to suffer because they treat them 
like ordinary houseplants. Orchids are 
unique, growing in bark instead of soil, 
and their light and water requirements 
differ greatly from other plants. The key 
to successful cultivation lies in know- 
ing where a specific type of orchid nat- 
urally grows (in the jungle? the forest?) 
and providing similar horticultural con- 
ditions. 


Cultivating a blooming collection 


The chances are good that the patron 
asking for orchid resources is a novice 
who has received an orchid as a gift and 
wants his or her plant to stay healthy 
and bloom again. Basic introductory 
guides will most likely be your most 
popular titles and, since the majority are 
issued in paperback, will need to be 
replaced as they wear out. However, 
don’t discard your aging copy of 
Rebecca Tyson Northen’s Home Orchid 
Growing (S. & S., 1990. 4th ed.). The 
“bible” of many orchid hobbyists, it is 
currently out of print, and used replace- 
ment copies can be expensive. 

Publishers in this field are plentiful: 
Ortho Books, Sunset Books, Sterling, 
Firefly, DK, Houghton, and Wiley (its 
Orchids for Dummies is coming in 
February 2005). But don’t ignore the 
more in-depth informational needs of 
advanced orchid enthusiasts, if you 
have demand. Timber Press is an excel- 
lent publisher of high-level titles on 
orchid varieties, hybridisation, propa- 
gation, and more (coming in February 
2005 from Timber Press is David 
Banks’ The Orchid Grower's 
Companion). | 

Phillip Oliver 
North Alabama, USA 
www.libraryjournal.com 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


1830mm m 
VED 30% (wiht) GREEN $525 "$245 $10.50 S490. 
fo (V/IIG . P 
TOF RA TEES 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 
GU Oo ER 70% (medium) GREEN, BLACK $4.95 $235 $9.95 $470 
SMALL OBLEM 80% (heavy) GREEN, BLACK $6.00 $275 $12.00 $550 
PR per 30m roll per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $41 


Country Orders Welcome. 
ME 


St Ives Orchid Fair 
for 2005 


he 6th St Ives Orchid Fair will be held 

at the St Ives Showground, Mona Vale 
Rd, St Ives on the 19th, 20th & 21st 
August 2005. The Fair is designed to 
appeal to both orchid growers as well as 
the general public that appreciates lovely 
displays of flowers. 

The Fair will again be held in two halls, 
one for the orchid displays and the other 
for nurseries to sell plants. In the display 
hall there will be many large displays by 
orchid societies down to small displays as 
well as tabletops displays from single 
growers. In these displays you will be able 
to see both exotics from other countries as 
well as a wide selection of Australian 
orchids, many of these can be grown in our 
own gardens. There will also be a display 
of floral art as well as paintings, pho- 
tographs and needlework depicting 
orchids. 

In the seller’s hall, (over 18 vendors) 
there will be an extensive range of plants 
for sales, from rare and unusual orchids to 
flowering plants. The Fair will be open 
from 9.00am to 4.00pm on Friday 19th & 
Saturday 20th and from 9.00am to 3.00pm 
on Sunday 21st. There will be a small 
admission charge of $4.00 for adults, 
$3.00 for pensioners and children under 15 
yrs will be free, the one charge will allow 
you into both halls. 

There is plenty of free parking within 
the showground and many places to have 
a picnic lunch or BBQ. You will also be 
able to purchase limited food there 
provided by the Lions Club. For further 
information please contact Lesley 
Bromley on (02) 9452 3202 or by email at 
bromley @topnet.com.au | 


An Orchid Odyssey 


‘An Orchid Odyssey’ is a touring exhi- 
bition, the launch was held at the 
Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens in 
October 2003 and ran until the end 
November 2003. i 

The next exhibition is currently being 
held in New South Wales at the Red Box 
Gallery — Administration Building — Royal 
Botanic Gardens Sydney, from 20th 
December 2004 — 27th February 2005. 

Tony Martin and Andrew Perkins are 
the curators and will include: 

e Jacques Labillardiere’s Plantarum 
Novae Hollandae (sp) and his journal 

¢ Redoute drawings 

¢ William Archer’s Tasmanian dried spec-= 
imens (some) 

¢ Live specimens from the Gardens 
orchid collection. 

The exhibition consists of 850mm x 
1100mm prints enlarged after drum scan- 
ning macro photograph slides taken with a 
Minolta SLR 8000 / Tamron macro lens 
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and Minolta ring flash, using Fuji Velvia 
50 ISO transparency film. 

Allegra Biggs-Dale’s interest in macro 
photography began in 1994 with her pas- 
sion, the study of native Tasmanian 
orchids on her land for Wildlife property, 
‘Labillardiere Estate’, South Bruny Island. 
The 70 different species discovered to date 
have been recorded with the Parks and 
Wildlife, for the national GTSPOT orchid 
research program. Of her photography 
Allegra says... ‘my intent is to captivate 
the onlooker with beauty that abounds in 
what the road passes by, the orchids bril- 
liant microscopic aura and that moment 
the orchid and my being unite.’ 

In March 2005, the exhibition will 
travel to Mt. Annan and Mt. Tomah 
Gardens respectively and will not include 
the special items as noted above. The exhi- 
bition will then move on to Canberra. For 
further details, contact the Sydney Botanic 
Gardens or Allegra via email at alle- 
gra01@ozemail.com.au | 


NSW South and 
West Regional 
Orchid Show 2005 


he Albury-Wodonga and _ District 
Orchid Club will be host to the NSW 
South and West Regional Orchid Show for 
2005. This will incorporate our annual 
show and promises to be a major event on 
the orchid calendar, with prize money of 
$1000 — for the Grand Champion. 
Significant planning has been underway 
for the show, which will incorporate a 
large range of competition categories with 
demonstrations and plant sales from sev- 
eral orchid nurseries. The show will be 
held on the weekend of 8th & 9th October 
2005 at the Mirambeena Centre, 19 
Martha Mews, Lavington (Albury), NSW. 
For further information please contact 
Rob Monteith, Secretary A-W&DOS, 
P.O. Box 281, Lavington NSW 2641. 


Brisbane Orchid Society 
32nd Charity Orchid 
Show 


he Brisbane Orchid Society is con- 

ducting its 32nd Charity Orchid Show 
on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th April 
2005 and our major sponsor is Zupps 
Megastore. 

The society supports the Pre-school 
Association for the Education of Deaf 
Children at Yeerongpilly, Brisbane, donat- 
ing in excess of $62,000 from previous 
shows. 

A spectacular display of orchids in 
bloom will be presented in a wide variety 
of genera. Plants in flower, books and 
orchid accessories will be for sale at very 
reasonable prices. A feature of the show 
will be potting demonstrations, and cul- 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2005 


VALE 
John Jones 1924 — 2005 


Pioneering orchid grower and nurseryman 


ohn, who most 

will know as the 
owner of Limber- 
lost Nursery at 
Freshwater, died in 
Malanda on_ the 
Atherton Tableland 
on the Ist of 
January 2005 at the 
age of 80, after a 
short illness. He 
leaves a wife, Sybil, 
two daughters and 3 
grandchildren. 

John began life 
on a cane farm near 
El Arish and as 
least as far as the 
family was  con- 
cerned, for some 
years seemed des- 
tined to continue in 
their tradition. He 
enlisted during the 
war and joined a 
unit that intercepted 
and decoded Japan 
wireless messages 
during the Pacific = 
campaign — top secret work, the details of which are only now beginning to 
emerge. 

Although his family would have liked him to continue with cane, John had other 
ideas and in 1951 bought land at Freshwater, near Cairns, where he began grow- 
ing fruit trees and establishing a nursery. He and Sybil already had an interest in 
orchids and had been importing plants from overseas especially India and France. 
They, with long time friend, Jim Bourner, began hybridizing, flasking and raising 
orchid seedlings. Although John’s fruit especially his papaws were in great 
demand in Cairns, Cyclone Agnes in 1956 put paid to further development of the 
orchard and John decided to concentrate on developing Limberlost Nursery. 

Orchid hybrids registered under the Limberlost label between 1957 and 1975 
included 126 Dendrobiums, 34 Vandas and related genera, and 32 in the Cattleya 
alliance. Well remembered will be classics such as Den. Samarai and Le. Stan 
Page. Many other hybrids originating from Limberlost were registered by cus- 
tomers and friends. 

Although orchids were John’s passion, Limberlost nursery introduced and prop- 
agated a huge range of ornamental plants and fruit trees over the years. Of 
special note was the large range of bougainvilleas and mussaendas which rapidly 
brought that extra dash of colour to gardens in Cairns and elsewhere in the 
Australian tropics. 

In earlier years John was an active member of the Cairns Orchid Society and 
more recently the Atherton Tableland Orchid Society. He was an excellent grower 
and in recent years his specimen plants have often been a feature of local shows 
and display tables. If asked John was always ready to share his encyclopedic 
knowledge of orchids and horticulture in general. Fortunately Limberlost Nursery 
is in capable hands and continues as a family company. However, John will be 
sadly missed by his family, friends and the orchid growing fraternity. | 

Photo — Stevie Simpson 

Geoff Stocker PhD 
PO Box 188 
Malanda, Qld 4885 


tural advice will be available from expert 
growers within our society. Lunch and 
morning tea may be purchased. 

Venue — Community Hall, Mt Gravatt 
Showgrounds, Logan Road, Mt Gravatt. 
Dates — Saturday 16 April, 8.00am to 
5.00pm; Sunday 17 April, 8.00am to 
3.00pm. Admission — $3.00. 

Please contact Regina Chandler for fur- 
ther information if required. | 


Pine Rivers Orchid 
Society Celebrating 25 
years in 2005 


he Pine Rivers Orchid Society Inc. 

held its first meeting in June 1980 
with 25 members. Since then the Society 
has grown to a membership of approxi- 
mately 80. Our meetings are held on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 7.45pm in 
the CWA Hall Kallangur, where visitors 
are always welcomed. 

Normally the Society holds four shows 
through out the year in shopping centres 
where members can exhibit their orchids 
in competition with other members of the 
Society, and show the public the beauty of 
our Orchids. 

This year Pine Rivers Orchid Society 
will celebrate 25 years of growing and pro- 
moting Orchids in the Pine Rivers and sur- 
rounding areas. As part of our celebrations 
we are holding our first (Open Shows in 
the Arts & Crafts Hall in the Lawnton 
Showground located on Gympie Road on 


ch : 

At the Townsville Orchid Society Inc. AGM, Ted Boon and Mick Keith were 

presented with their Life Membership badges. Ted has been a member of the 

Society since 1955 and Mick joined in 1968. Ted is Technical Adviser for the soci- 
ety and Registrar of the Regional Panel of judging. 

Both men have held many positions over the years and Mick is the Patron of the 


Society. 
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the weekend of the 9th & 10th of April. 
Opening hours will be from 9 am until 4 
pm each day. If any Societies would like to 
organise a bus trip this venue has ample 
parking, morning/afternoon tea can be 
provided. 

As an open show, benching will be open 
to members of other societies, however the 
novice section is restricted to Pine Rivers 
Members only. Features include commer- 
cial displays and sales of orchids, bromeli- 
ads and foliage plants. 

For further information please contact 
Mel Wheeler on (07) 5497 5027 or Jan 
Hopkins on (07) 5497 6153. Oo 


Tinonee Orchids 
Open Day 2005 


inonee Orchids will be holding their 

2005 Open Day and Show on Sunday 
10th July. Tinonee is located on the banks 
of the Manning River, 10 km from Taree, 
on the Mid-North Coast of New South 
Wales. This event has evolved from being 
primarily a show and sales day to a social 
weekend with a range of activities to suit 
orchid enthusiasts and also their spouses 
that may only have a passing interest in 
plants. 

On the Saturday, a specific bushwalk is 
conducted to orchid-rich sites in the local 
area, with the expert pair of John Riley and 
Ron Tunstall as your guides. It has not 
been uncommon for the party to locate 
over 20 different orchid species (both ter- 


restrial and epiphytic) in a day. In the 
evening, an informal dinner is held at one 
of the restaurants either in or around Taree, 
with often over 40 people in attendance. 

Apart from the obvious wide range of 
orchids for sale on the Sunday, there is also 
further mingling plus wine tasting, a Bar- 
B-Que, and a huge raffle (with donated 
items and quality flowering orchids) with 
the total proceeds donated to Retina 
Australia. 

The orchid show (which also has the 
backing of the Ira Butler Trophy 
Committee, having been designated an 
“official” show) features many fine native 
and exotic species and hybrids, and are 
judged by AOC and ANOS judges (from 
both the New South Wales & Queensland 
panels). Plants can be submitted for award 
judging from either panel and the respec- 
tive judging registrars will be in atten- 
dance. 

For further information (and bookings 
for the free bushwalk and restaurant 
reservations for the Saturday evening), 
contact Ray Clement or Rob Wells 
on (02) 6553 1012. | 


Orchid Fairs 2005 


here has certainly been an increase in 

both the number and frequency of 
Orchid Fairs around Australia now. The 
concept was first used at the Santa Barbara 
Orchid Estate in California some 25 years 
ago, by inviting selected specialist nurs- 
eries to attend widening the range of plants 
and related items on offer. 

Royale Orchids were the first to run 
these here, and now their popularity has 
ensured they remain an important part of 
the orchid calendar. Most Fairs run for two 
or three days and have around twenty dif- 
ferent vendors, ensuring competition and 
quality control with the customers being 
the winners. It’s basically an orchid super- 
market! 

In 2005 we have the following major 
events to look forward to around the coun- 
try: 

Sydney International Orchid Fair, 
Castle Hill Showground, Castle Hill, NSW 
(15-17 April 2005) 

Southport Orchid Festival, Albert 
Waterways Community Centre, Broad- 
beach, Qld (21-22 May 2005) 

Melbourne International Orchid 
Fair, St Sava Church Hall, Greens- 
borough, Vic (27-29 May 2005) 

Orchids at Mingara, Mingara, Central 
Coast, NSW (25-26 June 2005) 

Original Gosford & Australasian 
Orchid Spectacular, Gosford Show- 
ground, NSW (5-7 August 2005) 

Melbourne International Orchid 
Spectacular, Collectors Corner, Vic (19- 
21 August 2005) 

St Ives Orchid Fair, St Ives Show- 
ground, NSW (19-21 August 2005). 
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Of Bugs and Bushhouses 


By David Butler 


| Daas as I do, in a leafy gully to the 
northwest of Sydney, I quickly 
became acquainted with numerous species 
of insects, which love to chomp on orchid 
flowers and succulent new growths. 
Within a year of starting my collection the 
situation developed to a stage where the 
bugs had almost destroyed my enthusiasm. 

The main offenders were the nocturnal 
bush crickets that have jaws like bolt-cut- 
ters and prefer a bit of everything instead 
of just having a meal and clearing out. 
They eat buds as they emerge from the 
sheath, and fell spikes with one bite, with- 
out actually eating them. Especially sus- 
ceptible are the soft new growths of native 
dendrobiums, particularly it seems “spe- 
cial” plants such as D. Hilda Poxon, which 
only put out one lot of growths annually. 
One chomp and you’re back a year! 

Enquires to the Department of 
Agriculture were made in regard to my 
hassles with various bugs, and they sug- 
gested two alternative approaches. Either a 
continuous spraying / baiting program or 
insect proofing of the shadehouse. The for- 
mer, it was pointed out, meant some dam- 
age prior to each bug becoming poisoned. 
Also, as the suggested chemicals are toxic 
the second alternative seemed more appro- 
priate. Many other growers no doubt have 
similar problems, so the following ideas 
may be of help. They certainly have 
reduced the problem for me well past the 
point where orchid growing is the main 
interest, rather than the dubious sport of 
bug-catching. 

Firstly, slugs and snails are deterred by 
the use of weldmesh benches on gal- 
vanised pipe posts, the important ingredi- 
ent being the hot-dipped galvanised sur- 
face treatment. Remaining predators 
mostly fly, jump or breed caterpillars 
within the bush-house. To keep these out, 
a continuous covering of shadecloth or 
fibreglass is an answer, with special atten- 
tion being paid to the edges, openings, and 
junctions of the differing materials. 

When the framework is timber the 
shadecloth can be covered with battens 
along the edges, and threaded together at 
laps with a strand of galvanised wire. 
There are firms who will sew it for you if 
finances allow. The door also needs a cov- 
ering of shadecloth, with an architrave 
effect at edges to overlap the door. 

Around the base of the bush-house a 
strip of fibro or Hardiplank is useful. The 
Bottom edge can be slightly in the ground 
and the top edge against a timber rail with 
shadecloth sandwiched between. Even 
with the above precautions there will be 
gaps and spaces. These can often be filled 
with strips of “Compriband”, a compress- 


ible foam material obtainable from 
builder’s suppliers. 

Pipe framed bush-houses can be treated 
similarly to the timber framed type, but it 
will be necessary to carry the shadecloth 
around the pipes at corners and other areas 
where coverstrips would otherwise be 
used. Tie-wire and plastic cable ties are 
useful for tying on the shadecloth, and the 
use of knitted shadecloth is a big advan- 
tage over woven shadecloth. 

For bug-proofing corrugated fibreglass 
it is possible to buy specially shaped foam 
strips called “eaves-filler’ which are 
obtainable from fibreglass suppliers. 


Position the “eaves-filler” along the top 
and bottom battens, under the fibreglass 
and carry the sides of the bush-house up to 
the same battens thus forming a bug-proof 
junction. At the ends of fibreglass roofs, 
keep the end rafter in line with the side of 
the bush-house. Carry the side material up 
to the rafter and block up the slot on top of 
the rafter with timber. 

Insects and small crickets still find their 
way into my bush-house but in easily con- 
trollable numbers. Aphids are less frequently 
found and dendrobium beetle is effectively 
kept out altogether. The extra work and cost 
of insect proofing appears to have been 
worth the effort, and if you have similar 
problems it may well be worth trying. MH 

David Butler 
Hornsby NSW 
Email: greenvista@ozemail.com.au 
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DON’T BE 
MISLED! 


THE ORIGINAL GOSFORD 
& AUSTRALASIAN 
ORCHID SPECTACTULAR 


In its 15th continuous year 
As always on the weekend 


Friday 5th, Saturday 6th 
& Sunday 7th August 2005 


Exclusively at 


Gosford Showground 
Showground Road, Gosford 


Great opportunities for Growers, 
Societies, Orchid enthusiasts 
Art & Craft stall holders, fabulous food 


: All enquires phone 02 4341 1188 or 0412 436 246 
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Dark Star Orelnias 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


-Hans Schaible 


Orchid 


Review" 


Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


Current supplier to Valley Orchids, 
Adelaide Orchids and many other 
nurseries and hobbyists. Overseas 
orders welcomed. We_ respond 
promptly. 

We don’t just sell media; we use the 
media we make and provide sound 
advice. Thirty three+ years on-going 
laboratory experience. 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 


= EX QUARANTINE 


INDIAN 
SPECIES 


ORC. 3 Sussex Street, 
yw! M2, Woodburn, NSW. 2472 


Phone: 02 6682 2635 
Fax: 02 6682 2605 


“ORCHIDS FOR EVERYONE” 


All media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and_ replate 
requirements of common and un- 
usual genera including terrestrials. 


dS.CO 


Our media produce rapid germina- 
tion, well balanced plants and good 
root growth. 


WELCOMES 
EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


@ When ordering please advise re: 
Orchid genus, Replate or sowing. 
Solid or liquid Cloning. 

Per Litre prices (including GST):— 

1 to 14 litres $7.70/L 
15 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.30/L 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. 
For Cloning media add 55c/L 


Hormone Keiki Paste in 3ml tubes for 
stem propagation of Phalaenopsis and 
other genera. $8.80 per pack including 
P&P and GST. 


= 
S 
e 
se 
= 
= 
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Please ensure that all 
slides and photographs 
are clearly marked with 
the author’s name and 

address 


Orchids 
/ © Dennis and Dianne Diehm 
PO Box 1119, Griffith, 
NSW 2680 
Phone (02 6962 2007 
Fax (02) 6964 5959 
www.dendiorchids.com.au 


Price includes packing and postage, 


Express Post where practical in 
Australia for orders of four or more litres 
of medium. 


Address editorial to: 
The Editor, D. P. Banks, 
Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham 


Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine treat- 
ment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Sarcochilus & Dendrobium flasks 
Cymbidium clones & seedlings - flasks 
Australian Cymbidium crosses - flasks 


NSW 2049 AUSTRALIA 


Email: 
dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


4 Phalaenopsis — Harlequin and Novelty 
Cattleya — Miniature and Mid Size 
Open by appointment only 
624 Overs Road, Griffith NSW 
Catalogue on request 


Contact us for second hand Autoclaves 
and Laminar Flow Cabinets. 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 
E-Mail western@arcom.com.au 
Bankcard * Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 
All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 
Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 
The Orchid Review — 6 issues per year, starting January (ISSN 0030-4476) 
If a subscription is taken out during the year, back issues of that volume will be sent. 
Orchid Review with the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK £30 
All other countries: £40 airmail/£34 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
Orchid Review without the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK£25 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


A slightly cooler summer with a bit of rain- 
just what the orchids needed. However, it is not 
over yet as these months can produce some of 
the hottest weather as well as stifling humidity 
in coastal areas. It is the humidity that could 
cause problems, particularly for growers who 
have moved to a water retaining media. If still, 
humid conditions set in, it is important to try to 
get maximum air movement around the plants 
or you could have problems with fungal and 
bacterial outbreaks. Also watch the weather for 
sudden cold spells. A couple of days at 
Christmas were cold enough but by the end of 
March it is quite possible for nights to be rather 
chilly. 

Growth this year has been good, with some 
excellent strong new pseudobulbs on the den- 
drocorynes. Many have put out two for last 
years single growth. This may have had some- 
thing to do with me being able to get into the 
collection and repot just about everything now 
the dead tree has gone. It took me all summer, 
but was well worth it. Most of my natives had 
lovely new growths last year despite the heat 
and dry (or maybe due to the increased light 
levels), but I thought most of my Dendrobium 
kingianum plants hadn’t bothered. When I 
repotted them I found that many had sent their 
new growths downward into the pot. This was 
apparent in small plants and large ones, pot 
bound or with plenty of room, even plants in 
both fine and coarse media were affected as 
well as both the sunny and shady benches. 
Some even had lovely new growths coming 
out the bottom of the pot! One very pot bound 
plant had a new growth over the edge of the pot 
that was pointed downwards. Only 
Dendrobium kingianum plants did this; selec- 
tively bred species did it but primary hybirds 
were not affected. Many of these growths had 
to be removed as they were so tangled up they 
would never be able to get above the media to 
bloom, or even produce new growths that 
could. I have no explanation, but it pays to 
have a close look at your plants regularly just 
to see what is going on. 

General care of orchids at this time involves 
cleaning up plants by removing dead leaves and 
growths, pulling out weeds and looking for 
those that have failed to thrive. It is getting a bit 
late for repotting now as root growth should be 
maturing, but have a look at any weak plants 
and do what you can for them. Clean up in the 
bushhouse too,remove any dead ferns or what- 
ever and weed under the benches. 

Pests include the ever present snails and 
slugs that will set up home in pots and chew 
new growths at night. Scale is still around my 
collection. I wipe it off with a damp cloth or 
gloves. Spraying with a soap and vegetable oil 
mix can help, but not in hot weather in sunny 
conditions as leaves can be damaged. I think 
my rats have gone for the moment because at 
least the new growths are being left to mature. 
Those growers who live in dendrobium beetle 
territory need to clean up after the pests. 

Fertiliser. Change to high potassium (K) if 
that is what you do to promote flower develop- 
ment. Reducing fertiliser or at least high nitro- 
gen (N) mixes will encourage new growths to 
harden off before winter. 


Seedlings. Once the sting has gone from the 
heat and before the cold sets in is a good time 
to deflask seedlings. Be sure to keep them 
evenly moist and protected until the new 
growths and roots get underway. 

In bloom now will be some of those all year 
round Dendrobium hybirds. Buds should be 
developing on many tropical species and 
hybirds too. Take care with these plants as 
growing them involves a major commitment of 
effort and you don’t want to lose the blooms 
just as they open. They are quite sensitive to 
sudden changes in temperature. Some other 
interesting natives will also be getting ready to 
bloom, including some Bulbophyllum and 
Dockrillia species. 


Cattleyas 


Cattleyas and allied genera enjoy the sum- 
mer weather. Cattleyas grown under 70% shade 
cloth seem to respond very well to summer 
weather as long as the leaves do not burn - good 
humidity and plenty of air circulation. 

Plants do best hanging from a barb wire line 
running north to south. During the hot summer 
months you may have to water twice weekly, 
depending on what media the plants are grown 
in. On real hot days a light misting is beneficial 
in the early evening. 

Fertilise weekly with MERRI FERT. This 
will keep the plants moving. You can alternate 
the MERRI FERT with MAJOR CARP. This 
will put some organic down into the mix. 

Watch for scale. If present spray with one of 
the recognised scale sprays such as ANTIS- 
CALE® or ECO OIL® or may be PEST OIL®. 

You can divide and or repot if there is evi- 
dence of active root growth. But remember do 
not divide if you are having heat wave condi- 
tions! | 


Cymbidiums 

Plants are growing well. Watering could be 
a problem to those growers who live in areas 
were water restrictions are in place. In the old 
days we used to top dress our plants with 
Sphagnum Moss, but now the price of moss is 
prohibitive. Water in the cool of the evening if 
possible so as the moisture will cool the plants 
and its root system. It is better to give the 
plants a real good watering weekly than three 
or four very light waterings. If you do not give 
sufficient water, you will get a salt build up in 
the bottom of the pot and around the top of the 
mix. 

Fertilise with you favourite mix. You could 
use MERRIFERT or PETER Hi-K Cal Mag. If 
the leaves are getting a little too yellow you 
may have to irrigate with some magnesium sul- 
phate at 200 grams in 200 litres of water. Give 
plants two or three applications seven to ten 
days apart. In the old days growers would top 
dress with super phosphate during February. 
They claimed it made plants flower 
(Questionable!) 

Check plants every ten to fourteen days for 
two spotted mites. Some growers in Sydney 
have had excellent results using ECO OIL®. 
One grower had 1% mites and 2% eggs after 
two applications of ECO OIL® and thats not 
bad for this time of the year! 
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Don’t forget to spray your plants with THI- 
RAM® or MANCOZEB every two to three 
weeks to keep the “Sydney Spot” away. If we 
get a lot of rain drench with AGRIFOS-600 to 
keep root rots away. If you have a good drain- 
ing mix and plants are off the ground bulb rot 
should not be a problem. | 


Paphiopedilum 

The weather is normally hot and, particu- 
larly during February, quite humid. If you 
haven’t taken precautions against mealy bug 
and scale, keep an eye out. Scale usually only 
becomes a problem in collections which have 
been neglected and can usually be traced to host 
plants, often ferns. Mealy bugs, on the other 
hand, can appear almost out of the blue and 
you can have a major infestation before you 
notice it. Both these pests can be controlled 
with ‘Malascale’; repeat spraying may be 
necessary. 

Care of paphs. during this period of the year 
consists mainly of routine watering and the 
regular application of soluble fertiliser as 
advised previously, still taking care to avoid 
overwatering. When the nights are hot it is 
better to water during the evening to induce a 
temperature drop about nightfall; this will 
assist promote flowering and, in my experi- 
ence, help avoid deformed flowers. 

Excessively high temperatures should be 
avoided by whatever means you have at your 
disposal. In the bush house, shading and simple 
misting of the plants is all that can practically 
be done; natural air movement usually avoids 
problems under these conditions. 

Glass houses can present problems with 
excessive heat during summer, particularly if 
they are small. An adequately sized evaporative 
cooler is a very useful, albeit costly, device for 
creating good summer growing conditions in 
the glasshouse. The cooler must be so installed 
that it draws fresh air from outside — recircula- 
tion is useless. Sufficient ventilation should be 
provides at the top of the house to ensure that 
the cooler operates without back pressure. A 
simple thermostat, set at about 28 degrees 
Celsius, is sufficient control; this may need to 
be wired through a relay. 

In the absence of an evaporative cooler, 
summer temperature control is best achieved 
by a combination of ventilation, shading and 
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Florafest pty uta 
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Phone 04 1219 2362 Fax 07 4630 1102 
www. florafest.com.au 
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to Grow & Flower 
Oncidium Altance ae 


All Floweri lants 
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10 for $155 .. 15 for $225 
or all 20 for $280 


(All freight free ... in Australia) 
7688 Beallara Sadie Loo ‘Orange Zest' 
7508 Brassia Rex x Edvah Loo 'Prolific' 
8840 Colmanara Wildcat 'Todd' 
6285 Degamoara Flying High ‘Stars & Bars' 
7609 Odbrs. Ken Biven ‘Santa Barbara AM AOS’ 
7514 Lagerara Roman Emperor 'JEM' 
6381 Miltonia clowesii 'Florafest #1' 
4067 Miltonia spectabilis var. moreliana 'Big Ben’ 
7615 Miltassia Aztec 'Hawaii' 
7572 Miltonidium Bartley Schwarz 'Highland' 
7553 Odontocidium Big Mac 'KK' 
7580 Odontocidium Bittersweet 'Toffee' HCC AOS 
8802 Odontocidium Pacific Skies ‘Prolific’ 
7516 Odontonia Kamono 'JEM' 
7630 Odnta. Lorrains 14th WOC ‘Hawaii’ 
7684 Oncidium Twinkle ‘Pinkie’ 
8888 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Meggie’ 
7614 Oncidium Sweet Sugar 'Angel' 
4479 Wilsonara Kolibri 'Select' 
8807 Wilsonara Pacific Butterflies 'Drayton' 


All Easy Growers (Tolerate extreme heat 
& cold) Prolific flowerers (2 to 3 times per year) 
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ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


~ Are your plants suffering 
from extreme weather 


-eonditions? 


will create the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
Spee falising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


Design Features ¢ Kit form with written instructions and video 
‘ean be shipped everywhere + Simplicity - Portability - Modular 


Uae he ‘lengthened to meet your needs) - 


No Maintenance 


* Strong - Economical 
151 Railway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


misting. Whilst shadecloth over, and some dis- 
tance away from, the glass helps with cooling — 
and can conveniently be removed during the 
cooler months — a thin coat of white paint in 
addition is almost always necessary. A vinyl 
water base paint, thinned with three or four 
times its volume of water, is very suitable. 
Don’t use an acrylic paint, it is almost impossi- 
ble to remove. | 


Phalaenopsis 


This time of the year phalaenopsis are in full 
growth. Humidity must be kept at a reasonable 
level. If you have means of creating and main- 
taining humidity set your humidistat at 55% 
R.H. 

During the summer period do not let plants 
dry out. If you let them dry out to far it will take 
some time before your plants come into a full 
growth cycle again. This could take up to six to 
eight weeks plus a lot of tender loving care. If 
the day temperatures are up in the thirties you 
have to water every day. This will also depend 
on what media the plants are growing in, espe- 
cially if the plants are growing in a peat bark 
mix. 

Fertigation should be carried out weekly. 
Just after watering is a good time. PETERS 
GENERAL PURPOSE is ideal this time of the 
year. It has enough nitrogen to keep the plants 
moving -; phosphorus for root development 
and flowering and of course the potassium for 
flowering and quality of blooms. Use it at 
1 .Sgrams per litre of water for mature plants. If 
you want quick growth from your seedings you 
could use AQUASOL® twice a week at 
0.5grams per litre of water. 

Watch for leaf spots during the warm 
weather. Spray monthly with HYSAN® or 
VIBREX FLORA®. If you are troubled with 
mites you could spray monthly with ECO 
OIL®. 

During this time of the year watch you shad- 
ing. Too much light and the plant does not 
grow. No light - weedy growth. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Don’t allow to dry out. Water 
thoroughly every day. In very hot dry conditions 
water in early mornings and mist again late after- 
noon. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas, ascocendas and 
other vandaceous genera with wide leaves 
require 50% to 70% shade although semi-terete 
and other narrow leaf types will be okay with 
30%. 

Fertiliser:- Do not fertilise dry plants. 
Always water beforehand. Fertilise weekly 
alternating over a 4 weekly cycle as follows— 
Wk.1.— Inorganic low Nitrogen 

— Campbells A., Flowfeed HP8. 

—or Aqua K. 
Wk.2.— Wuxall Folair. 
Wk.3.— Inorganic low Nitrogen — as for wk.1. 
Wk.4. — Organic — Fish emulsion or Nitrogen. 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every 6 weeks (e.g. 
Daconil, Wettable Sulphur or Ridomil MZ WP). 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control insects. | 
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Editor’s Report 


elcome to 2005! I hope the new year 
will deliver all that you wish for your- 
selves, both in life and with your orchids. 

As your editors, this time of the year sees 
us looking forward with anticipation to all 
that a new year and a new flowering season 
may bring. This is especially the case this 
year as it is a milestone year in so many ways. 
It is the tenth anniversary of the National 
Cymbidium Show and, also, of the Australian 
Cymbidium Society. The August/September 
issue of Cymbidiums Australia will also be 
the tenth anniversary of this section of the 
Australian Orchid Review which is certainly 
something to celebrate, particularly for our 
founding and still hardworking editor, Dean 
Roesler. 

In 2004, 39 articles and features appeared 
in Cymbidiums Australia which were con- 
tributed by 20 individual writers and each 
issue contained an average of 40 colour pic- 
tures, all devoted to cymbidiums. 

Our thanks to all those who gave their time 
and effort to contribute to these pages, 
whether for the first time, or as one of our reg- 
ular authors. We, and I am sure, every reader, 
appreciates your input, ideas, experiences and 
views. Now, if only we could persuade the 
other thousands of Cymbidium-growing read- 
ers out there to put pen to paper, or fingers to 
keyboard, to delight us with their take on this 
marvellous genus we share an interest in... 

One person who has contributed regularly 
to these pages over the years, and who has 
been particularly prolific of late, is Grant 
Cole, and our American friend completes his 
two-part article on hybridising in this issue. 

Also in this issue, Helen Stretch provides 
her third and last report as President of the 


Cymbidiums..,... 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Australian Cymbidium Society. Helen com- 
pleted her three-year term at the Annual 
General Meeting held in November, and it 
was a term she can be truly proud of. Despite 
her retirement as President and Western 
Australian delegate to the ACS, Helen hasn’t 
quite left us as her services have been secured 
for the time being in an ex-officio capacity to 
maintain her other role as ACS Awards 
Registrar and continue to administer the sys- 
tem she developed. Thank you Helen. 

Dean Roesler features some of the cym- 
bidiums displayed at the 2004 national show 
in both words and pictures, highlighting the 
reasons these particular flowers attracted 
him. 

Just as this issue was going to press, news 
came to hand of the passing of Ray Dix and 
Grant Cole pays tribute this most helpful and 
friendly New Zealander. Ray has been a good 
friend and valued contributor to Cymbidiums 
Australia, as well as to other orchid publica- 
tions around the world for many years, and 
his long-term hybridising program concen- 
trating on red coloured large flowered cym- 
bidiums delivered some outstanding results 
(revisit Australian Orchid Review issue 
Volume 69, Number 4, August/September 
2004 for Ray’s most recent article). Ray will 
be greatly missed and our thoughts go out to 
his family and close friends at this sad time. 

Rob Smith’s article on green coloured 
cymbidiums wraps up this issue and in it we 
touch upon early breeding lines and look at 
some of the milestone green parents in the 
backgrounds of today’s advanced hybrids 
where some representative grexes and clones 
are illustrated in words and pictures. 

Good Growing. | 

Noe Smith 
Editor. 


Editorial Panel 
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Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2005 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


HOW TO JOIN A 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 
Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Graham Shevlin, 

22 Australian Avenue, 

Clovelly Park S.A. 5042 
Phone: (08) 8276 7652 
President, Murray Baulderstone, 
Phone: (08) 8276 3771 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC, 
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

17 Broula Road, Kalamunda, WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9293 0524 
President, Nado Lenkic 
Phone: (08) 9293 3196 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 

Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Peter Sunderland, 


Phone: (03) 5998 2535 | 


41 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


42 


Australian Cymbidium Society Inc. 


President’s Report 
for November, 2004 — 


would like to congratulate all 

members of the associated clubs 
for the respect and confidence they 
have placed in our Australian 
Cymbidium Society. This year has 
demonstrated that all clubs are will- 
ing to embrace the National Show 
and work toward better communica- 
tion and to display ownership of the 
new concepts that have, from time to 
time, been implemented. The Small 
Standard Class has added a new 
dimension to the Minimum Show 
Schedule and members are looking 
out the back for forgotten plants that 
now can be exhibited with the confi- 
dence they will not be overlooked for 
a large flower. 

Our ninth National Show, held at 
the Sunnybrook Convention Centre 
at Warwick Farm in New South 
Wales, was an outstanding success. 
All participants, sponsors, exhibitors 
and commercial growers declared it 
to be excellent from their point of 
view and I am sure the public who 
attended were extremely excited by 
the massed display of cymbidiums. 
Congratulations to all the winners of 
prizes and awards and, to all the 
exhibitors, thank you for all the 
effort it takes to present your cym- 
bidiums at a National Show. Without 
your massive support our National 
Show would not be such a wonderful 
spectacle. 

Other contributors to be acknowl- 
edged are our wonderful sponsors 
Fleurijn Orchids-Holland for their 
continued support as the major spon- 
sor and for their special Leon & Wim 
Van Rijn Award for Cymbidium 
plants suitable for the cut flower 
trade. This award is improving the 
class competition each year as 
exhibitors tune their thinking for 
cymbidiums that meet the selection 
criteria. Other special sponsors for 
2004 include Dr S Tay from The 
Orchid Mart, our long-term sup- 
porter Van Schaiks BIO-GRO, and 


Helen Stretch, ACS President. 


the Sunnybrook Convention Centre 
for the ‘extra mile travelled’ to help 
the show run smoothly. The com- 
plete list is considerable, as seen on 
the back page of the 2004 National 
Show Results and, without naming 
each one, I would like to thank them 
all for their special contribution that 
helped in so many important ways, 
and look forward to maintaining the 
close relationship in the future. 

The New South Wales team led by 
Peter Moore, Peter Gibson and the 
NSW committee members were out- 
standing in their attention to detail 
and we all thank them for the hours 
spent in staging the National Show. 
The team was backed by a large 
group of volunteers who manned the 
kitchen, front door, and helped when 
required. Thank you everyone. 

A thank you to all the judges who 
give their time and talent, and a spe- 
cial thank you to Kevin Butler, our 
Registrar of Judges, for his wisdom. 

The award judging for the ACS 
produced seven awards in 2004. Our 
congratulations to the recipients for 
an outstanding presentation of your 
cymbidiums. These awards will be 
presented at the 2005 annual 
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National Show dinner in Adelaide. 

The attendance at the National 
Show grows each year and we are 
becoming a world presence in 
Cymbidium shows as we continue to 
receive more international visitors 
each year. 

The quality of the National Show 
is directly linked with the enthusiasm 
of delegates and club members in 
promoting the new seedlings and 
encouraging every new member to 
have a go and learn the skills of pre- 
sentation to exhibit their cymbidi- 
ums. I look forward to the next year 
as, in 2005, South Australia hosts 
the National Show on the 26th, 27th 
and 28th of August. I hope to see 
you all there with your plants or cut 
stems and a lot of competition in the 
displays. 

Each year we are enjoying a bigger 
and better coverage of cymbidiums 
in the Australian Orchid Review and 
I would like to thank our editorial 
panel, Dean Roesler and Rob and 
Noe Smith, for their magnificent 
dedication to the position. The qual- 
ity of articles improves each year and 
I know a great effort is expended on 
our behalf. 

This year completes my three-year 
term as President and I would like to 
thank all the delegates for their sup- 
port and guidance throughout the 
term. I have totally enjoyed the expe- 
rience. 

The delegates have developed into 
a close-knit group who are mindful 
of their actions and come together 
with the desire to improve the 
National Show and to spread good- 
will to each other and fellow club 
members from all the states. From 
this commitment will come success 
for Australia on the world stage. 

I wish all Australian Cymbidium 
Society all the best for the future, and 
I am sure the society will go from 
strength to strength. Oo 

Helen Stretch 
ACS President 
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Text by Dean Roesler — Photography by John Gate 


A fter greeting orchid friends the subject invariably turns 
£Xto what matters most (orchid talk), together with a 
quick challenge from the question, Seen any good orchids 
lately? As a matter of fact I must have been a good teacher 
for I have noticed many of these friends are now using 
reverse psychology and the cliche is being fired back at 
myself. 

Cymbidium enthusiasts who attended the 2004 National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show in Sydney would no doubt agree 
we were treated to a smorgasbord of “good” orchids. 
Significant too was the astonishing efficiency and magnif- 
icent organization achieved by the host state. 
Congratulations are extended to all who played a part in 
this great event. 

Sincere thanks go to Sydney friend John Gate for mak- 
ing his time available and with the use of his “digital 
magic” helped me bring you this selection of cymbidiums 
that I believe come within the terms of the category 
“good”. 


Cym. Mem. Joan Bryant ‘Keen’ 
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1. Cym. Pearly Gates ‘Angel’ (Jimbo Tupp x Gardalvin) 

How I loved this eye-catching white intermediate with soft 
pink suffused lip! It was one of my favourite plants at the show. 
Not one for the purists however! They would have found fault 
with it — too bunchy on the spike — not enough shape. In my opin- 
ion these so called faults were minor and far outweighed by the 
status it commanded. Its strong upright spikes carried almost 30 
flowers each and the compactness of the flowers, evenly dis- 
played around the stem made an impressive sight to behold. 
Owned and hybridised by Kevin Black, who I’m sure will have 
no trouble selling mericlones of it when available. 


Cym. Pearly Gates ‘Angel’ 
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Orchids who have many exceptional examples in these colours 
at their Galston nursery. 


lan Klame -U . (Cronulla x Yowie Flame) 


Barrita Orchids presented this rich chocolate-brown large 
flowered Cymbidium in their display. We don’t see many quality 
browns, but this one stood out to me. Excellent shape with well 
filled in segments and a very lively contrasting lip — with the 
white central area beautifully set off by the red band and clean 
white pollen cap. Not a new orchid but one of the many good 
ones that came out of this Bryants Orchid cross. 


End results, when seen, certainly speak for themselves. Here 
we see another fine result, this time from Bryants Orchids pure 
colour breeding. Richness of colour was this cymbidium’s out- 
standing highlight. Well presented on a tall spike the flowers 
glowed with their canary yellow segments. Yet another unique 
feature and one I’ve not seen before was the colour patterning on 
the lip — the same bright yellow segment colour carried through 
to the distal end as well as the back half of the lip and even 


Men Toar Rrvan K eg > (Ke > hI Nhe < 
Mem. Joan Bryant ‘Keen’ (Khan Flame x S 


r) 

Surely this is the pinnicle of soft pink standard Cymbidium 
breeding which Alvin Bryant set out to achieve through his Cym. 
Sylvania ‘Sonnet’ line and was carried on to fruition by son 
Greg. It must give great pleasure for Greg to be able to name such 
a quality orchid in memory of his mother. The delicate pink seg- 
ment colour was beautifully highlighted by a richer pink edged 
lip. This orchid owned by Bryants Orchids displayed class and 
no doubt will lead to even better things in the future when used 
in breeding. 


ym. \ q st’ (Kare 


Good quality cymbidiums in a range of orange shades are now 
appearing regularly on the showbench. Cymbidium Club of 
Australia (NSW) President Geoff LeMarne showed this out- 
standing example for this colour category. Previous to the show 
Geoff received an Award of Merit for the same plant from a panel 
of judges from the Orchid Society of New South Wales, con- 
gratulations Geoff. The cross was hybridised by Schaefers  Cym. Khan Flame ‘O.C.’ 
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Cym. Pure Envy ‘Precious’ 


included the column. All this was combined with a clean white 
band across the middle of the lip. 


6. Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Summer Clouds 

A very good result from a combination of two well known 
miniature parents was to be found in the Schaefers Orchids dis- 
play. From their own crossing two plants were on show, one was 
judged to be the Champion Miniature Seedling, the other I’ve 
chosen to discuss was slightly darker pink in colour but not quite 
as full in shape. Good strong upright spikes carried lots of flow- 
ers. The broad white lips being heavily blotched with darker red 
markings. A really perky little miniature I’m sure you agree. 


7.Cym. Alexandra Beauty x Pharaoh’s Gold 

The bright yellow pure colour Cym. Pharaoh’s Gold is pro- 
ducing some interesting results. Shaefers Orchids crossed it with 
their outstanding breeding plant Cym.Alexandera Beauty ‘Peter’ 
to produce this very bright golden yellow standard. Colour is a 
prime requisite of breeding and this orchid displayed plenty of it. 
The vivid red band on the lip and red mid-lines on the petals and 
dorsal sepal together with red brushing on the lower sepals added 
many highlights. 
8. Cym. Wyong Ruby x Khan F 

This beautiful small standard/compact Cymbidium shown by 
Barrita Orchids really impressed me. Excellent shape with well 
balanced segments of rich dark pink colour with all the flowers 
looking one way. The white lip was well marked with dark red 
banding and blotching. A bright yellow keel, white pollen cap, 
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Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Summer Clouds 


white edging to both lip and segments all added further to its 
attraction. 


Hazel Tyers) 

This eye-catching intermediate is all one could hope to ever 
see. It stood beckoning with its array of striking features. 
Brilliantly presented by owners Andy and Jessie Gatt on upright 
spikes with the flowers shown to perfection. The green/yellow 


Q Cwm T anie’c Pride Cmilew’ (T): 5 
9. Cym. Loule’s Pride “smuiley’ (Dag x 


Cym. Alexandra Beauty x Pharaoh’s Gold 
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Cym. Louie’s Pride ‘Smiley’ 


Cym. Viva Los Vagas 
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Cym. Wyong Ruby x Khan Flame 


segments were evenly brushed with red/brown towards the dis- 
tal ends with the petals having a mid-line escalating throughout. 
Its white lip featured a very dark red (almost black) band — 
passed on from its Cym. Hazel Tyers parentage. From a crossing 
made by Clive Halls from Mt Beenak Orchids. 


10. Cym. Viva Los Vagas (Coratea x Pearly Pepper 

Without doubt this was one of the most colourful and admired 
cymbidiums in the show. A small standard with rich orange 
coloured segments, enhanced even further by the bold and 
impressive red banded lip. Surprise, surprise, it didn’t win a 
prize! Would someone from the judging fraternity please take me 
aside and whisper in my ear what was wrong with the orchid. 
Owned and shown in the colourful display of Royale Orchids, 
the crossing was made by Geyserland Orchids. 


11. Cym. Pagan Gold ‘Nugget’ (Royale Fare x Coraki 
Advent) 

Peter and Rose Gibson showed this quality standard 
Cymbidium in their outstanding display which are always a fea- 
ture of National Shows. The flowers were well filled in and of 
rich yellow colour, the well balanced lip being peppered all over 
the lower half with fine mahogany spots. Spotted lips aren’t my 
favourites, however, the softer lip markings complimented this 
flower extremely well. From a crossing by S Barrie. 


12. Cym. Nightflight (Jessie Blakiston x Yowie Flame) 
Kimberley Orchids are reknowned for displaying their large 
standard cymbidiums and so it may have come as a surprise to 
many that they exhibited the Champion Miniature Seedling. The 
red/brown flowers were well filled in with the segments being of 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2005 


Cym. Pagan Gold ‘Nugget’ 


a wide uniform width with yellow edging. The broad lip had a 
clean white mid-lobe with heavy dark red blotching, more pro- 
nounced on the distal end. The dark red column displayed a clean 
cream pollen cap to highlight the darker flowers. Hybridised by 
Dean Roesler. | 


Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Cym. Nightflight 
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Se Alan & Miriam Merriman 


On 89 Levy Street, 
$ Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 
Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 


Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 


Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 


Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
“Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids@pnc.com.au Coco Jim 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA ‘Starquest’ AM 
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Tel 


PHONE: 041 239 1989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


+ EXCLUSIVE CYMBIDIUM MERICLONES 

*%% NO ORIGINALS RELEASED FROM A1-A3 — BEWARE OF 
PROLIFERATIONS 

%* ALL “A” SIZE PLANTS AVAILABLE ONLY 

* Al CHOC VALLEY ‘SYLVIE’ 4N AM/AOC 


Crhaetare Orchids 


OPENING TIMES 

All welcome Fridays 9.00 to 4.00 all year, 
but closed December 17 to January 30. 
Saturday mornings April 1 to 

November 1. 


FREE POTTING DEMONSTRATIONS 
available Opening Days. 


POTTING REQUISITES 
Bills super fertiliser 
Superior Cym Potting Mix 


Metal pot hangers 

Pots 125, 150, 175, 200 and 250mm 
sizes — 200mm 10 for $5.00; 

250mm 7 for $10.00. 

CLONES 

of the latest cym showbench varieties 
available from Nursery. 

ADDRESS 


Nursery located 15 minutes north of 
Castle Hill at 


Mansfield Rd Galston NSW 2159. 
02 9653 1784 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to jo 


Membership includes six issues 


+ Refer to A.O.R. Feb/March 2001 for colour description. Has produced up to five 
spikes per growth/bulb with up to 17 flowers 115-125mm. Flowers in autumn, 
winter and spring. Clones $20 each or two for $35, Community pots of 25 plants 
@$175 each. 

# A2 WINTER VALLEY ‘EYE CATCHER’ (4N) HCC/AOC (2003). A winter flowering 
showbench pink (Intermediate) with a bold red lip, upright spiking. Clones $20 each, 
two for $35 or three for $45. Community pots of 25 plants @ $100 each. 

% A3 STRATH MEADOWS ‘TWO TONE’ (4N). An award quality white with crimson 
overtone with a bright bold eye catching labellum. Upright spikes are produced from 
late June to August. Good show, pot plant and breeder. Clones @$15 each or two for 
$25 (limited). (Standard Cym.) 


+ Discounts apply to commercial orders % Thousands of new seedlings are currently 
growing on, enquiries welcome. 

K*KKEKKKHKKKK KX 

FOR PRICE LIST — Send S.A.E. to: 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at:— Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn, S.A. 5255 
(Nursery open weekends only) 


Phone: 041 239 1989 


of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @prodigy.net 


AOR 193 
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Cymbidium Hybridising 


More Observations by an Amateur 


Part 2 


Text and photography by Grant Cole 


he first indication of a possible suc- 

cessful pollination is the swelling up of 
the tip of the column. After that, the pedicel 
or individual flower stem, which contains 
the ovaries, will straighten if curved and 
begin to swell. This process may be slow if 
pollen from a miniature species was used. 

Many diploids are infertile, and there are 
a variety of ways to approach the problem. 
Some are fertile both as pollen and pod par- 
ents. Some are fertile only as pollen parents, 
and others are fertile only as pod parents. 

Many infertile diploids were converted 
to tetraploids by treatment with colchicine, 
a very deadly poison. This may take a few 
years and usually creates plants with 
improved flower shapes, more substance to 
flower segments, and generally fertile 
plants. Many breeders consider the 
tetraploid forms to be superior. However 
the negative aspects are that they are usu- 
ally slower growing and have fewer flowers 
per spike. Some growers have alleged that 
any fragrance is sometimes lost in the con- 
version. 

Some plants appear to have a compati- 
bility problem. They breed readily only 
with certain plants and not at all with others. 
One possible remedy for this problem is to 
keep trying or try the reverse cross. One 
hybridiser told me that he always made his 
crosses both ways if he had sufficient 
pollen. Many plants are just reluctant and 
difficult to set seed. I have been successful 
if [have abundant pollen to pollinate every 
flower on a spike with the same pollen. 
With every warm spell about half of the 
pods would fall off. Several times one pod 
would survive and produce viable seed. 

On many occasions I found reluctant 
breeding plants to make seed when polli- 
nated with a species. I often use the species 
Cym. pumilum, Cym. parishii, Cym. devoni- 
anum, and Cym. suave as pollen parents 
with success on plants that were apparently 
sterile. Other species should produce simi- 
lar results. Another method I have heard of, 
with a difficult pollinator, is to place the 
pollen in its’ own stigmatic cavity for an 
hour or two to absorb its’ own juices and 
possibly initiate growth of pollen tubes. 
Remove it and then place it in the stigmatic 
cavity of the desired pod parent. I cannot 
vouch for the success of this method, but it 
sounds plausible to overcome chemical 
incompatibility. Some hybridisers have 


used other methods to activate pollen 
including, various hormones, commercial 
solutions, and even saliva. 

Many attempts have been made to con- 
vert miniature flowered species to 
tetraploids. Fortunately most of these 
attempts have failed. I do not see any advan- 
tage to converting these plants as the flow- 
ers have too many undesirable traits that 
would become very dominant and difficult 
to overcome in breeding. These traits are: 
cupping, hooding of the column by the dor- 
sal sepal, rabbit ears, gaps between seg- 
ments, short flower life, and some muddy 
colors. Cym.madidum already makes mon- 
strous hybrids. Imagine. what a tetraploid 
Cym. madidum could create. 

Most references will state that 
Cymbidium pods will mature and ripen in 
nine to twelve months, split, and produce 
dry seed. To use this seed it is recommended 
to pick the pod just as the tip starts to turn 
yellow and send it to the laboratory for 
flasking. The seed is collected, sterilized 
with bleach, and sown into flasks. The 
bleach treatment is alleged to destroy some 
of the seed. This is called the “dry pod” 
method. 

Another method is to pick the pods 
between five and six months, while still 
green, and send to the laboratory. The pod 
is sterilised on the outside with bleach, and 
then the seed is removed and sown in flasks. 
This is called the “green pod” method. The 
advantage is time. The seed is sown earlier 
and is alleged to germinate faster than dry 
seed, as the shell of the green seed is softer 
than dry seed. Some miniature species and 
their hybrids ripen and produce seed earlier 
than standards. I generally send my pods to 
the laboratory at five to six months for 
green pod flasking. 

At the laboratory, the flask in which the 
seed is sown is called the mother flask. The 
agar medium in this flask is concocted to 
induce germination. The amount of germi- 
nation may vary from a few plants to sev- 
eral hundred and even to many thousand. 
Once the seed has germinated and formed 
significant small plantlets referred to as pro- 
tocorms, they are transplanted into second 
flasks called final flasks or replate flasks. A 
protocorm is a mass of plant cells that 
resemble a small green raspberry and is 
about to form leaves and roots. The medium 
in this flask is formulated to promote 
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seedling growth. Usually about 30 plants 
are in the final flask and spaced uniformly 
around the medium. The entire process 
takes about 18 months. 

Cymbidiums may be cloned using the 
process of meristem tissue culture. This is 
done by removing an emerging growth 
from a plant. Next the outer layers are 
removed down to the very centre where the 
tissue is much like an embryo, and is called 
the apical meristem. This is all done under 
sterile conditions. This tissue is then sliced 
several times until the pieces are only about 
1/32 inch (0.8mm) in diameter. The pieces 
are then placed in growing media and flasks 
where they are agitated until they form 
seedling like protocorms. This is repeated 
until sufficient protocorms are produced to 
make the desired number of plants. Now 
they are placed in final flasks and grown 
like seedlings. Some times colchicine is 
added at this stage to attempt to produce 
tetraploid clones. Usually this process pro- 
duces exact reproductions of the original 
plant. This process is similar to taking a 
common garden plant, and growing it on 
from a cutting. Occasionally, some muta- 
tions may occur during tissue culture. These 
mutations are not always apparent to the 
eye, such as a change in the ploidy. 
Sometimes the color may be effected such 
as with flame-like feathering of the flower 
segments. This mutation may or may not 
breed further and may or not be attractive. 
There have been mutations where the shape 
of the flower segments were shriveled and 
distorted. This flaw is usually unattractive 

Some breeders are averse to using clones 
as parents for fear that they are not a true 
reproduction of the original plant. Some 
others are not, and I am one of those. I feel 
that what you see is what you have, and I 
have used them many times. 

Peloria or lip markings on the flower seg- 
ments are mutations. If it is consistent and 
attractive on every flower, it may be con- 
sidered a valuable enhancement. See Cym. 
Cotton Candy ‘Wizard’. If it is inconsistent 
(and not on every flower), it is considered a 
defect. 

Finding a laboratory that performs qual- 
ity work may not be easy. Many large 
orchid nurseries have a laboratory and will 
often provide high quality flasking services 
to hobbyists and other small nurseries. 
There are many small independent back- 
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Hybridiser’s Tool Kit. 1. Disinfectant spray. 2. Sanders List of Orchid Hybrids. 3. Labels. 4. Flat tooth- 
picks. 5. Small notepad to make temporary list of crosses. 6 Small glass vials and stoppers for long 
term storage of pollen. 7 Waterproof pen for labels. 8. Razor blades. 9. Business cards for collect- 


ing pollen. 


yard laboratories. Some of these laborato- 
ries may provide consistent quality service 
and others may not. At the first signs of 
repeated irregularities, one should look for 


a new lab. It is very discouraging to see 
years of work go drown the drain with fun- 
gal or bacterial contamination, failure to 
germinate, low germination yields, and 


GLENWOOD ORCHIDS Pty. Ltd. 


Introducing... 


(Lunar Wall x Glowing Sands) 


“Brilliant” 


Cloned in 2004, flask orders 
now being accepted. 


Flowered for the first time in 2008 this filled-in bright 
yellow maintained its superb shape for the life of 
the flowers. 


‘Brilliant’ is one of several new items cloned during 
2003/2004 that are to be released in 2005. 


The 2004 flowering season produced many new first flowering seedlings for us that have been 
immediately introduced to our range of stud plants and some are currently being evaluated for 
Cloning. 


An extensive range of seed pods has once again been set and from these we will select the best 
for sowing. The range of colours will be extensive and we expect to produce our best listing of 


exhibition and pot plant trade stock ever. 


Our 2005 lists will contain seedlings from many new parents and several first mericloned items. 


All lists are available by e-mail in either MS Word, PDF or HTML format. Those wanting regu- 
lar e-mail lists should contact us nominating which lists of which genera are required. 


Visit our web site to see a large range of photos of our stock. 


Fax: E mail has made this service redundant and it has been discontinued. 


E mail: glenorchids@ebbs.com.au 


Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au 


Phone: (03) 9782 2668 
WE EXPORT WORLD WIDE 
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similar problems. 

A good log is essential and is best done 
with a computer. Data on every cross 
should be kept, even if it is not sent to the 
laboratory. In this way essential informa- 
tion may be collected on your stud plants. A 
quick sort of records can quickly tell which 
parent plants are consistent good producers 
and which ones have problems. Good male 
and or female parents can be readily identi- 
fied. 

Some of the fields in my breeding log 
database are: 


¢ NUMBER-Number of the cross in 
sequence. 

¢ DATE-The date the pollination was 
made. 

¢ NAME-The name of the cross if it is 
registered, 

* POD PARENT-The name of the plant 
that carries the pod. 

* POLLEN PARENT-The name of the 
plant that provided the pollen. 

¢ TO LABORATORY-The date the pod 
was sent to the laboratory. 

¢ FROM LABORATORY-The date the 
final flasks were delivered. 

¢ MOTHER FLASKS ORDERED- 
Amount ordered. 

e FINAL FLASKS ORDERED-Amount 
ordered. 

¢ FINAL FLASKS RECEIVED-Amount 
received. 

¢ NOTES-Any pertinent information. 


It is useful to have a hybridising tool kit. 
One can be made from a small inexpensive 
cash or tool box. It can store anything that 
you find useful to make pollinations. In my 
kit I have the following: 


¢ Flat toothpicks 

¢ Razor blades. 

¢ Small paper envelopes for short-term 
pollen storage. 

¢ Small glass vials and stoppers for long- 
term storage and freezing. 

¢ Labels for vials. 

* Plastic labels and ties to identify pods. 

¢ Waterproof ink pen for labels. 

¢ Small notepad to make temporary list of 
crosses. 

¢ Old business cards for collecting pollen. 

* Ballpoint pen or pencils for note pad. 
Another essential tool for the hybridiser 

is a list of all registered Cymbidium hybrids 

and species. This information may be found 

in the volumes of Sander’s List of Orchids 

Hybrids, published by the Royal 

Horticultural Society of Britain. These vol- 

umes are very cumbersome and the data 

contained in them has been produced in 

compact discs for use in computers. These 

discs are available from the American 

Orchid Society, the Royal Horticultural 

Society, and an American company called 
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Wildcat Database Co. All of these can be 
found on the Internet and ordered there. My 
only fault with these is that they contain all 
of the orchid genera and are only updated a 
few times per year. 

I made my own database from informa- 
tion I purchased from Loren Batchman. It 
contains only the Cymbidium registrations. 
There are over 11,000 registered crosses at 
this writing. I update it almost monthly with 
the Internet downloads from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. It contains; the cross 
names, pod parents, pollen parents, name of 
hybridizer, and year the cross was regis- 
tered. It will still fit on a 3.5 inch floppy 
disc. I cannot print out a family tree with it. 
However, if I want that information I can 
produce it with ease manually. - 

I mostly use the database to search and 
produce lists of all crosses made and regis- 
tered with a particular parent. This tells me 
what hasn’t been made or crossed, and 
which way a particular hybrid or species is 
most likely to breed well. This can save a lot 
of wasted time. For example, Cym. suave, 
Cym.canaliculatum, and Cym. devonianum 
are shown to be primarily pollen parents, 
while Cym. pumilum and Cym. madidum 
are registered about equally as pollen and 
pod parents. The hybrid Cym. Ruby Eyes, 
for example, appears most often as a pollen 
parent. I succeeded only once in producing 
a pod on Cym. Ruby Eyes and it had a very 
poor yield of seed. 

I also use the list to see what names have 
been used. It makes it easier to pick new 
names. I register all of my crosses that I 
intend to breed with or that have been 
awarded. Unless a cross falls into those two 
categories it is not worth registering unless 
it becomes valuable in some other form. I 
confess that early on I registered a few 
crosses just to feed my ego. Forms for reg- 
istration of orchid hybrids are available 
from the American Orchid Society and 
Royal Horticultural Society from their web- 
site. Unregistered or unnamed orchids are 
useless to the hybridiser. 

The accuracy of the Orchid Registrations 
has been challenged a few times by knowl- 
edgeable growers. It seems that some plants 
could not have had the parents listed or they 
would look different than they do, or as they 
appear in historical paintings and photos. I 
don’t doubt this at all. Some growers may 
have falsified information deliberately to 
cover up their breeding program or to 
induce the public to buy their seedlings. 
Some breeders are alleged to have lied 
about possessing certain stud plants. In the 
main though, I expect most errors were 
unintended and made because of poor 
record keeping or indifference to the impor- 
tance of the roles of parents. 

Membership in the major orchid soci- 
eties is recommended. In the USA., this 
would be the Cymbidium Society of 


America and the American Orchid Society. 
It is essential to support their judging and 
educational programs. The American 
Orchid Society provides a discount to its 
members at their bookstore and other facil- 
ities. 

Many of the once great Cymbidium nurs- 
eries in the United States are no more. 
Those that are left are making few if any 
new Cymbidium hybrids. The reason is that 
it is not profitable for them. They prefer to 
take awarded and attractive plants and 
make meristems of them for the cut-flower 
and pot-plant market. Much of this work is 
performed in foreign countries and the 
plants are shipped to the United States as 
bare-root seedlings. It is falling on the ama- 
teur grower in the United States to make 
most of the new successful hybrids. I 
believe most of these hybrids will be in the 
novelty and miniature categories. 

Cymbidium hybridising is an interesting 
rewarding experience. I urge all amateurs, if 


8) Microsoft Works 
Fie Edit View Record Format Tools Window «© 


they have the patience, to try it at least once. 
I enjoy following every step of the way 
from pollination to flowering with excite- 
ment and anticipation. The greatest reward, 
however, has been the sharing of my expe- 
riences with the many fine people and 
friends worldwide in Cymbidium hybridis- 
ing. a 
Grant Cole 

10129 Groveland Avenue 

Whittier, California, USA 
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i Hybridizing Log .wdb 


4/1/1983 COL-0001 Kabuki 
4/1/1983 COL-0002 Bermagui 
1/28/1984 COL-0003 Pink Peach 
1/28/1984 COL-0004 Tai Chi 
1/28/1984 COL-0007 Lady Cologne 
4/1/1984 COL-0004 


Negro “Cherry Ripe’ 
Negrito “Cherry Ripe” 
Rincon *Clarisse’ 4n 

sinense ‘Cantonese* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


WI 


sinense ‘Cantonese’ 
pumilum *#3" 
insigne “Albury 


3 
3 
i 


44/1987 COL-0005 Arts Touhstone ‘Mahogany’ 

4/4/1987 COL.0006 Touhstone ‘Mahogany’ 

4/2/1989 COL-0007 Bolero Bermagut "Charlie" 

4/2/1989 COL-0008 Grand Canyon SuitBermagui ‘Cinnamon Cascade" 
Sunshine Falls "Green Fantasy’ 
‘Sola “Cinnamon’ 


Tethys ‘Butterscotcii 
Via Mar Vista ‘Yellow Rose" 


{e415 | 

|e 16_|3' 

Yar | 

[48 |3:17/1991 cor-o015 
PF 19 |3/17/1991 Cot.o016 


Yr 22 | 4/1/1991 CoL-0019 
| 4/1/1991 COL-0020 
Tr 24 | 4111991 cot-ooz1 
[ir __25_| 4/1/1991 cot-ooz2 
| E26 |225/1992 cot.o027 
27 | 3/9/1992 COL-0029 
Tr 28 | 29/1992 cot-o030 
29] 39/1992 cot-0031 
Tr _30 | 39/1992 cot-0032 
39/1992 COL-0033 
| __32_| 39/1992 COL-0034 
| 33 |3/14/1992 COL-0035 


Hybridising Log 
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devonianum 
Peter Pan ‘Pirate Ship* 
Rincon ‘Clarisse’ 2n 
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6%@ ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


[tab.no. | Name | __—Podparent__—|__Poten Parent _|_ToLab._|FromLab, Moth. Fis 
pumilum: 


12/26/1983 4/25/1985 2 
12/26/1983 4/25/1985 2 
9/22/1984 3/16/1986 2 
9/22/1984 3/16/1986 2 


11/29/1987 2/21/1989 2 
11/29/1987 2/21/1989 2 
11/29/1987 2/21/1989 Aborted 
10/5/1989 3/25/1991 2 
10/5/1989 3/25/1991 2 
8/15/1991 4/11/1992 2 
8/15/1991 4/11/1992 2 
8/15/1991 4/11/1993 2 
8/15/1991 4/11/1993 2 
8/15/1991 4/11/1993 Aborted 
8/15/1991 4/11/1993 Aborted 
10/5/1991 4/11/1993 2 
10/5/1991 4/11/1993 2 
12/19/1991 6/1/1993 2 
" 12/19/1991 6/1/1993 2 
12/19/1991 6/1/1993 Aborted 
12/19/1991 6/1/1993 2 
12/19/1991 6/1/1993 Falled 
12/19/1991 6/1/1993 2 
98/1992 3/9/1994 2 
9/8/1992 3/9/1994 Failed 
9/8/1992 3/9/1994 2 
98/1992 3/9/1994 2 
B/18/1992 3/9/1994 2 


Negrito ‘Cherry Ripe’ 98/1992 3/9/1994 2 
‘Sensation ‘Melita’ 98/1992 3/9/1994 2 
Sensation ‘Melita’ 98/1992 39/1994 2 
sinense ‘Cantonese aRnia9? Yaad 7 
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It’s Not Easy Being Green 


Text and photography by Rob Smith 


Ke the Frog, green himself of course, made famous the 
song “It’s Not Easy Being Green” by Van Morrison, or, at 
least, Jim Hanson’s Muppet Show did. Apart from providing a 
catchy title, and the song being something of a favourite of 
mine along with the other music of its writer, it has little to do 
with cymbidiums. However, unlike the title, producing green 
cymbidiums is, actually, quite easy in that the genetic material 
to do so is abundantly available from the species Cym. hooke- 
rianum, Cym. lowianum, Cym. pumilum ‘Album’, Cym. 
madidum, Cym. suave, Cym. devonianum, Cym. ensifolium, 
Cym. sinense and Cym. tigrinum (and, in certain varieties and 
types of other species, although they may be little used in hybri- 
dising to this point). 

Initial breeding centered on the larger species cymbidiums, 
Cym. hookerianum and Cym. lowianum, in combination with 
the other species available at the time. All were species we cat- 
egorise as standard or large flower types in terms of flower size, 
with Cym. hookerianum being the largest in terms of flower 
width. 

Even today, some 100-plus years and. in some cases, ten or 
more generations on from the original species the most domi- 
nant traits of those two species are still clearly visible in mod- 
ern hybrids. Apart from the green petals and sepals, the typical 
labellum markings (and sometimes, labellum shape) of the two 
show through clearly. Cym. hookerianum has a white labellum 
which rolls under at the distal end and carries purple/red spots 
which are still clearly seen in such hybrids as Cym. Fanfare ‘St. 
Francis’ or Cym. Royale Fare ‘No. 5’. The distinctive solid red 
vee pattern on the labellum of Cym. lowianum is still prominent 
in green lines such as the Cym. Valley Zenith’s, the Cym. 
Masquerade’s, the Cym. Jinjerra’s, the Cym. Valley Legend’s, 
and others. 

Along the development line to the best of today’s green cym- 
bidiums, several notable landmark breeding plants influenced 
the work of hybridisers, including the Cym. Miretta’s, the Cym. 
Zumma Boyd’s, the Cym. Fanfare’s and the Cym. Lunagrad’s. 
The hybrid Cym. San Miguel appears as one parent in Cym. 
Zumma Boyd along with Cym. Sussex Dawn and also as one 
parent of Cym. Lunagrad with Cym. Miracle. Cym. Miracle is 


half of Cym. Miretta. The famous old show winner Cym. Levis 
Duke had Cym. Blue Smoke as one parent. Cym. Blue Smoke 
is Cym. (lowianum x Mirabel). Cym. Mirabel is one parent of 
Cym. Miretta. My intention isn’t to bore you with lengthy fam- 
ily trees but to indicate the intercombination of breeding lines 
and the reoccurrence of certain parents time and time again. 

With the introduction of the small flowered species, such as 
Cym. ensifolium, Cym. pumilum and Cym. devonianum in par- 
ticular, new lines of green flowered cymbidiums began to open 
up. Landmark hybrids such as the Cym. Peter Pan’s (ensifolium 
x Miretta), the Cym. Katydid’s (pumilum x Green Mist), the 
Cym. Amesbury’s (Geraint x Ora Lee), the Cym. Little 
Bighorn’s (Dag x Sussex Moor), the Cym. Tricia Allen’s 
(Amesbury x Radak), the Cym. Gentle Touch’s (Amesbury x 
Borough Green) and the Cym. Freeling’s (Amesbury x 
O’Halloran Hill) are some, which have made their mark. From 
the Cym. devonianum line, successful hybrids like the Cym. 
Jack Hudlow’s (High Sierra x devonianum) and the Cym. Pearl 
Dawson’s (Miretta x devonianum), both hybridised by Andrew 
Easton, have given some outstanding pendulous type greens. 

The following pictures will, hopefully, give an indication of 
some of the best green cymbidiums currently available, and 
point to parents and breeding lines worth seeking out if the 
greens are among your favourite cymbidiums, as they are mine. 
Also, for those who may not know some of the older hybrids, 
one or two have been included to start things off. 

While I did say at the beginning that producing green 
coloured cymbidiums is easy, of course the hard part is in pro- 
ducing good green cymbidiums, and some of the following are 
among the best available in Australia at the moment. 

Anyone wishing to find out more about some of the notable 
stud plants among the greens could to worse that reread some 
of Bill Johnson’s profiles in previous issues of the Australian 
Orchid Review from around 1997-2001, or past articles by 
Greg Bryant. | 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Cym. Borough Green ‘Opal’. 


A sibling to ‘Opal’ crossed with Cym. Wallara produced Cym. Jubilation for Mr Bob Hoskins of Victoria, as well as produc- 
ing such hybrids as Cym. Masquerade. 
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Cym. lowianum. Cym. Woorak (Ramboda x Nicky). 


While today’s green cymbidiums have come a long way in terms of flower This grex was produced by Wondabah Orchids in New South Wales in the 
form, the distinctive labellum markings of this species are still with us. cally 1960's. It shares one parent (Cym. Ramboda) with Cym. Sussex 
awn. 


Cym. hookerianum. Cym. Valerie Brown ‘Anne’. 

With its large clean green blooms and distinctive labellum, it is quite easy One of several clones from a successful grex bred from Cym. Zumma 
to draw a line from Cym. hookerianum through to many green breeding Boyd and Cym. Fanfare. The Cym. Valerie Brown’s were typified by big, 
lines. arching spikes with high flower counts like their Cym. Fanfare parent. 


Cym. Sussex Dawn ‘Dorothy May’. Cym. Royale Fare ‘No. 5’. 

The species Cym. lowianum, Cym. grandiflorum and Cym. insigne Also bred out of Cym. Fanfare onto Cym. Trigo Royale this orchid, and its 
feature heavily in this hybrid which has been a parent in various breeding yellow coloured sibling ‘Krista’, have seen plenty of show bench success 
lines, including greens and pure colours. in the last ten years or so. 
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FOXFIRE ORCHIDS 


Write, phone, fax or e-mail us for your 
free copy of our current catalogue. 


The next generation of cymbidium 
seedlings including the latest in pure 
colour tetraploid development 
replated to order from available 
catalogue stock. 


Also from available catalogue stock a 
limited range of exhibition cattleya 
seedlings replated to order. 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids@optusnet.com.au 


= = — = ===] 
Hills District Orchids 


(Prop. David P. Banks) 
Autumn Open Day 


Sunday 27 February 2005 
@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 
Yam til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 


Heaps of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related supplies. 


also attending: Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids & Miriam Ann Orchids 


Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


“The longest lasting flowers that I know...” 


Four months is a long time... 
imagine a Cymbidium in 
flower for four whole months! 
This is the reality of our favourite standard 
yellow Cymbidium. 


Free catalogue available 

In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a large range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Tracey Reddaway ‘Sungold’ has flowers 
that last from mid June to mid October most 
years here at Gawler. It is also very easy to 
grow and flower... our big display plants often 
carry 2 spikes per bulb. The bright yellow 
flowers do not fade during their 4 months on 
display. For details of other fine plants please 
see our latest Catalogue, sent free on request. 


Ask for your free catalogue today 
We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 4pm, closed Tuesdays. 


Other times by appointment 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone: (08) 85223883 
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orchidweb.org 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 


dar of orchid events and other helpful 


orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 


worldwide. On-site membership appli- 


cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
Department AORMAG 

16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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on 
Cym. Gentle Touch ‘Bon Bon’. 


Sharing Cym. Amesbury as one parent with Cym. Freeling, Cym. Gentle Touch is a similar flower although a darker green 
probably due to its other parent Cym. Borough Green. It is also a popular and successful show bench plant today. 


Cym. Freeling ‘Green Ice’. 


This hybrid has become a popular show bench orchid in the intermediate 
size class over recent years and, when well grown, it is capable of pro- 
ducing big spikes and high flower counts. 


Cym. Jack Hudlow ‘Emerald’. ; SE ETT 
Coming from a different breeding line with one parent being Cym. devo- Cym. Jack Hudlow ‘Waikanae’. 


nianum this was a very successful cross for New Zealand’s Andrew Certainly the most famous of the cross here in Australia, ‘Waikanae’ 
Easton. Many of the Cym. Jack Hudlow’s have received awards, espe- draws particular attention because of its labellum which so heavily influ- 
cially in America. The other parent was Cym. High Sierra. enced by Cym. devonianum. 
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Cym. (Dolores Hoyt x Ton Thumb). 

Appearing on the show bench over the past few years this hybrid, with its 
full-shaped and clean coloured blooms set off by a striking labellum, is 
proving to be very popular. 


Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Tetra High’. 


Less famous than some of its siblings, ‘Tetra High’ clearly shows the Cym. 
lowianum signature red vee labellum marking taken to, perhaps, its most 
intense expression. 


Cym. Masquerade ‘Louie’. 

One of several quality clones from this cross of Cym. Borough Green and 
Cym. Ovation. While flower size among the Cym. Masquerade’s is gen- 
erally small by comparison to many standard type greens (due to parent- 
age), good shape and intense colour are highlights. 


Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Green Orb’. : : 

From the crossing made by Valley Orchids of Cym. Miretta with Cym. 
Zumma Boyd, the Cym. Valley Zenith’s became the must-have show 
bench greens through the late 1980's, the 1990’s and into this century. 
‘Green Orb’ typifies the best of this outstanding cross. 
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Cym. Pearl Dawson ‘Royale’ 


Another of the pendulous intermediate types hybridised by Andrew 
Easton, and one of those from the cross with the most intense labellum 
colour, like this clone from Royale Orchids in New South Wales, have 
proved to be the most popular. ‘Royale’ shows the influence of both par- 
ents, Cym. Miretta and Cym. devonianum. 


Cym. Ovens Valley ‘24’. 


From a remake of the cross, this time by Peter Sunderland of Kimberley 
Orchids in Victoria, who used different clones of the two parents. 
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Cym. Ovens Valley ‘Miranda Joy’ AM/OSCOV. 

From the combination of Cym. Green Glass with Cym. Valley Zenith made 
by Bill Johnson of Glenwood Orchids in Victoria. A top result from two 
quality large flowered greens. 


Cym. Kimberley Meadows ‘Green Beret’. 


From Cym. Pure Zumma and Cym. Green Glass,, this orchid shows much 
of what makes modern green cymbidiums so popular — clarity of colour 
and a pure white labellum with a bold red band. Bred by Peter Sunderland 
of Kimberley Orchids in Victoria, this clone showed outstanding quality on 
1S second flowering, with tall spikes, high flower counts, great colour and 
flower form. 


Cym. Kimberley Wilderness ‘Savanah’ (Cronulla x 
Alegria). 

Made by Peter Sunderland of Kimberley Orchids in Victoria, this hybrid 
brings a different line incorporating Cym. Lunagrad via Cym. Cronulla into 
the latest greens. Cym. Cronulla, made by Bryants Orchids in New South 


Wales, has proven to be a valuable and versatile breeder across many 
colour lines. 


Cym. Kimberley Winter ‘Chartreuse’. 


The combination of Cym. Kelly’s Winter and Cym. Allumination has pro- 
duced some big, full, lime to chartreuse flowers. Registered by Kimberley 
Orchids, the cross was made independently of each other at about the 
same time by both Dean Roesler of South Australia and Peter Sunderland 
of Kimberley Orchids in Victoria. Many fine examples, like this one owned 
by Phil Grech of Victoria, are seen on the show bench. 


Cym. Kimberley Valley ‘Capricorn’. 
Resulting from the crossing of Cym. Valley Zenith with Cym. Allumination 
made by Peter Sunderland of Kimberley Orchids in Victoria, this cross has 
produced remarkably consistent results with almost all being soft apple 
greens of good shape. 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Cym. Green Spectacle ‘Shah’. 
Bred by Bryants Orchids of New South Wales, ‘Shah’ is another top quality, large and imposing green. 
Its parentage is Cym (Laura Arda x Green Ramp) and Cym. Zumma Boyd, Cym. Winter Wonder and 


Cym. Lunagrad all feature in its family tree. ‘Shah’ has the added advantage of flowering early in the sea- 
son when fewer quality greens are available. 


Cym. Kimberley Winter ‘Tee Pee’. Cym. Kimberley Valley ‘Malibu’. 


This plant was the 2002 SAGE Cymbidium Seedling of the Year winner Similar to its sibling ‘Capricorn’, this in another clone with show bench 
for Terry Poulton. While yellows may have been expected from this cross, success to its name. Over the past few seasons, several of the Cym. 
by just looking at the flowers of the two parents the genetics are certainly Kimberley Valley’s have won at shows, or have been granted awards, 
there for greens with Cym. Winter Wonder, Cym. Lois Kelly, Cym. Ovation including a group of six from the same pod receiving an Award of Quality 
and Cym. Luminya featuring as grandparents. at the 2003 National Cymbidium Show. Like many of the grexes featured 


here, this cross confirms that breeding with proven thoroughbreds, while 
never being a guarantee, often produces quality results. 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
Queensland 
10-12 March Shopping Centre Hours Autumn The Gold Coast Pines Shopping Centre 
K.P. McGrath Drive, Elanora 
19 March 8.30am-4.30pm Autumn Eastern District Wondall Heights State School 
20 March 8.30am-3.30pm Wondall Road, Manly West 
25 March 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Bribie Island Ningi Community Hall 
Bribie Island Road, Ningi 
25-27 March 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Queensland Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens Auditorium 
Mt Coot-tha 
2-3 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn West Brisbane Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens Auditorium 
Mt Coot-tha 
7-9 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Mackay & District Mount Pleasant/ Green Fields 
Shopping Centre 
7-9 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn West Moreton Ipswich City Square Shopping Centre 
Orchid Group Brisbane Street, Ipswich 
9 April 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Childers & Isis District RSL Hall 
Churchill Street, Childers 
9-10 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Pine River Arts & Craft Hall, Lawnton Showground 
(25th Anniversary) Gympie Road, Lawnton 
14-16 April 8.30am-9.00pm Autumn Southport & Districts Centro Southport Park 
Cnr. Benowa & Ferry Roads, Southport 
15-16 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Townsville P.C.Y.C. Hall 
17 April 9.00am-4.00pm Wellington Street, Mundingburra 
16 April 8.00am-5.00pm Autumn Brisbane Community Hall, Mt. Gravatt Showgrounds 
17 April 8.00am-3.00pm Logan Road, Upper Mt. Gravatt 
16-17 April 8.30am-3.00pm Autumn Ipswich Bundamba State School Hall 
Brisbane Road, Booral 
21-22 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Sunshine Caloundra Civic Cultural Centre 
23 April 9.00am-2.30pm Coast Caloundra Minchinton Street, Caloundra 
22-23 April 8.00am-4.00pm Autumn Bundaberg Civic Centre 
24 April 8.00am-1.00pm Bourbong Street, Bundaberg 
23-24 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Beaudesert District Canungra School of Arts 
Orchid & Foliage Pine Street, Canungra 
23 April 8.00am-4.00pm Autumn Redland Donald Simpson Leisure Centre 
Bloomfield Street, Cleveland 
23 April- 9.00am-4.30pm Autumn Rockhampton Rockhampton High School Assembly Hall 
24 April 8.30am-3.30pm Campbell Street, Rockhampton 
27 April 7.00pm- Autumn Macleay Valley The Uniting Church Hall 
(Cattleya Night) Wide Street, Kempsey 
30 April- 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Darling Downs Walsh’s Seeds & Garden Centre 
1 May 881 Ruthven Street 
2 May 8.30am-3.00pm Toowoomba 
New South Wales 
30 March- Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Alstonville Plaza Shopping Centre 
2 April Alstonville 
5-9 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Boolaroo Belmont Citi Centre 
Belmont 
14-15 April 7.00am-10.00pm Autumn City of Lismore Lismore Central Shopping Centre 
16 April 7.00am-2.30pm Carrington Street, Lismore 
21-22 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Coffs Harbour Palms Centre 
23 April Orchid species Harbour Drive, Coffs Harbour 
New Zealand 
23 April 12.00pm-5.00pm Autumn Hutt Valley Hutt Valley Horticultural Society Hall 
Orchid Circle 38 Laings Road, Lower Hutt 
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19-21 August 2005 — Melbourne International Orchid 
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